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INTEODUOTION. 

rriHE astonishingly rapid rise and progress of 
"Mothers' Meetings" is in itself sufficient 
evidence of their value. The older among us 
can remember the time when they were 
unknown, and now a large parish without a 
"Mothers' Meeting" is quite a rarity. It is 
seldom that some kind lady cannot be found 
ready, for the love of Christ, to gather together 
her poorer neighbours, and to read or talk to 
them as they sit at their needle-work. And 
thus it comes to pass, that one is continually 
being asked to recommend some book of simple 
instruction, and yet of sufficient interest, to 
read to a Mothers' Meeting. And suitable books 
are somewhat scarce. I was glad, therefore, to 
find that the wife of a hard-working East End 
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Curate had not only written a number of 
addresses upon ttie female characters in the 
Bible for reading to her "Mothers' Meeting," 
but that she was also encouraged to print 
them, so as to extend their usefulness to 
others. This little book is very simple and 
unpretending, which is just what one wants. 
Poor weary women, in such a population as 
that of East London, want very plain teaching, 
and very kind and loving words. And such 
the writer of this little book has sought to 
give them. I can only trust the readings will 
be as much appreciated by others as by the 
itLothers of St. Stephen's, Spitalfields, and may 
be blest to many by giving them new and 
deeper interest in the manifold lessons to be 
gathered from the study of the lives and 
characters set before us in God's Holy Word. 

Wm. WALSHAM BEDFORD. 

(Bishop Suffragan for East London.) 



PEEFAOE. 

T PUT these addresses, into print with the 
sincere trust that the great Head of the 
Church may bless the reading of them to many 
souls. 

Being myself a "wife . and mother, I have 
ventured to address the mothers who assemble 
in large numbers every week in the School 
Room connected with this large but very poor 
Parish, on some of the duties of wives and 
mothers. 

Living, as I do, in the midst of those to whom 
I have spoken, and going in and out among them 
from time to time, I think I have had ample 
opportunity of knowing much of their outward 
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characters and habits of life ; and I have become 
more and more convinced of the solemn re- 
sponsibilities of parents, and more especially of 
the influence a mother has for good or for evil 
over her family. If her own heart be changed, 
and the value of the immortal soul be realized, 
surely she will fervently yearn for the salvation 
of her child. In these pages I have endeavoured, 
by Divine help, to set before them the examples 
of women of old, who have had difficulties and 
trials, joys and sorrows, such as theirs; some of 
whom shone forth as bright lights, not only to 
be admired, but to be hopefully and patiently 
followed. Others, on the contrary, serve only as 
sad and awful examples of duty neglected, 
opportunities wasted, and of responsibilities 
abused. 

Many home 'truths and personal applications, 
drawn forth by the experience of what I have 
seen and heard, will, I trust, be received in the 
same spirit of love which has prompted their 
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utterance. And that the Holy Spirit may carry 
home the words thus spokeir in human weakness, 
and water the seed sown in the hearts of all who 
shall read these simple addresses, is the fervent 
prayer of 

THE AUTHOEESS. 
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Luke xvii. 32. 

A VERY short injunction, yet one full of 
•^-^ meaning and importance. The reason for 
keeping this woman in mind is not that we may 
admire and praise her, but, on the contrary, by 
recalling her wilful disobedience, and her deplor- 
able fate we may learn to avoid her sin, and not 
to waver in our heavenward journey. 

Let us consider briefly the outline of her 
history. We are told (Gen. xix. 16) that when 
the two angels came to Sodom to rescue Lot 
and his family, at the intercession of Abraham, 
before the wicked cities of the plain should be 
destroyed, that they laid hold of them each by 
the hand, and led them out of the city. Not 
only did they bring them forth before the work 
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of destruction began, but bade them all to flee 
to the mountain for safety, adding with deep 
meaning and affectionate caution, "Look not 
behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain ; 
escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed." 

Onward they sped to the city of Zoar, which 
was to be their refuge, when the wrath of the 
Almighty was to descend in awful vengeance on 
the inhabitants of those wicked towns. One 
short verse tells us, in thrilling distinctness, the 
sad tragedy that was enacted by the way : " But 
his wife looked back from behind him, and she 
became a pillar of salt.** 

Still in the neighbourhood of the dismal Dead 
Sea stands a rocky stone of salt, which, among 
the inhabitants of those regions, is known by the 
name of "Lot's wife." And as the passer-by 
looks at it he can almost fancy he can trace the 
outline of her veiled form as she seems to stand 
hesitatingly and timidly glancing round, to cast 
one longing look back at the scenes she has left. 
And there, in the very act of disobedience, that 
wrath from which she might have fled, strikes her 
on the spot. There she stands a monument to all 
future generations. 

And as we look at the picture before us, we 
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shall do well, ray dear friends, to gather a few 
important lessons from this woman's sad end. 

She had been rescued, singled out, as it were, 
from among a multitude of sinners, being dis* 
tinctly told what was going to be the fate of all 
in the city. Nevertheless, we find that she 
, lingered by the way; her heart wandered back, 
it may be, to some of the things she had left 
behind. Perhaps she had other friends of whom 
she was thinking, or some possessions which she 
valued highly. We are not told what was the 
special cause of it; but that she first began to 
falter, to linger on the road, — then at last she 
paused as her husband and daughters hastened 
on, and once fallen back she lost the tones of their 
voices ; and then her last fatal act was done. It 
may be that she wished or even intended to 
return, or, perhaps, she did not believe the word 
of the angels that the city was in danger. She 
obeyed not the command, but did look back from 
behind him, and she became a pillar of salt. 

Such, then, dear friends, is the brief outline of 
this sad scene. We might fill it up in various 
ways, to endeavour to make the event appear 
even more real and solemn. But ikis is ample 
and plain enough for us at the present moment 
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We feel, perhapg, surprised that the wife of 
such a man as Lot — righteous Lot, as he is 
called — should have erred in such a way. And 
some of us may be inclined to say, " I am sure 
that / should not have looked behind, nor lingered 
on the road." But stop, T pray you, before you 
make this assertion. Let us not speak too hastily 
of our own strength of character. " Let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall." 

Now, we are all dwelling in the city of 
destruction, — a moral Sodom : nay, more, we are 
under sentence of destruction ourselves, unless 
we, too, flee from the wrath to come, — ^yes, flee to 
the mountain, to the Eock of Ages, and take 
shelter in the city of refuge, even the Lord 
Jehovah Himself. 

Perhaps too, like Lot and his family, we have 
required much urging by Christian friends to 
depart from the danger so near at hand. The 
Gospel has been preached and read to us, over 
and over again ; God's servants have spoken most 
earnestly and faithfully to us concerning our 
souls, and pointed out a loving and waiting 
Saviour. Or God has sent His own angels to 
speak to us the same message. He has laid us 
low on beds of sickness, and in the stillness of 
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the chamber of death He bade us flee from the 
wrath due to our sins. In sickness, in losses, and 
in afBictions, His still small voice has spoken the 
same words, and at last, perhaps, — I trust it is 
so, — we have obeyed the call. And though we 
may have needed even to be led forth, yet we* 
have at length fairly left it all behind. Past sins, 
former friends, old pleasures, ill-gotten possessions, 
— all are given up, and, better still, if in the 
company of those we love dearest upon earth, we 
have all started together on the narrow path, with 
our faces Zionward. 

So far all is well ; but wait awhile. The road 
is long and dull, the path is straight and narrow, 
our feet begin to ache with the burning sand of 
the desert. Or, to speak more plainly, we find 
that the road to heaven is less easy than we 
anticipated. The danger which we thought so 
great seems less as our fears grow calmer; our 
ardour and zeal slacken, and Christian duties and 
privileges become less joyous, nay, almost irksome. 

And sure I am, dear friends, if there be one 
here present who has ever reached this stage of 
the journey, that these same duties and privileges 
will soon be dropped; the company of God's 
people will be avoided, and thus the help to be 
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obtained by the advice, the experience, and 
spiritual converse of fellow-Christians will be 
lost. 

When once we come to this point of the 
journey, and find ourselves alone, as it were, we 
not only lose the help of Christian communion in 
making progress in the right path, but the good 
influence is also lost which hitherto kept us from 
yielding to our old sins and temptations. We 
have hesitated, we have lingered, we have stopped 
behind like Lot's wife, and we shall soofi be in 
the condition of the man described in the Gospel, 
"The last state of that man is worse than the 
first" If we are beginning to feel a vacancy 
within, we shall soon yearn for something to take 
the place of those good companions we have 
relinquished, and those bjessed privileges which 
we have given up, and we shall without fail turn 
round to look back to the world which we had 
once so determinedlv forsaken at the time of our 
first good impressions. 

And think how dreadful such a position must 
necessarily be ! What a fearful state of peril it 
involves I " No man, having put his hand to the 
plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom 
of God.*' To have our faces towards the world 
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is to have turned our backs upon heaven. To be 
looking and longing for the pleasures of sin, and 
to believe the deceitful, fair promises of the devil, 
is to leave behind us the joys of Zion and to dis- 
believe the gracious promises of a God who cannot 
lie. And, oh, how terrible to contemplate the 
state of such an one, if the dread vengeance of 
an oflfended God, of an angry Judge, should be 
launched forth, in the midst of such wilftil sin 
and disobedience ! 

Now I would like to ask each of you here, 
dear mothers. Are you in this danger ? Have you 
once set forth in the right path ? It may have 
been in your youth, perhaps at your confirmation, 
or at some special season of trouble or of 
affliction; or perhaps it was later, when you 
married a godly partner, and in the first joy of 
the new life you were commencing, you both 
resolved to dedicate yourselves to God, and to 
live henceforth for Him. And, oh, how happy 
might you have been had you remained firm to 
your good resolves I You can call to mind how 
regularly you attended all the means of grace. 
You honoured God's day, you read His Word, 
you never missed attendance at His house ; nay, 
perhaps you even knelt at His Holy Table. But, 
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one by one, all this was given up : Bible classes 
and mothers' meetings were no longer attended; 
gradually all the outward signs of open profession 
were forsaken, and the companionship of those 
whom you once so highly respected was lost, and 
you were left in loneliness and well-nigh despair. 
They had not given you up, but you had 
Ungered behind. 

PeAaps the loved husband with whom you 
had started so hopefully has been removed by 
death; or else the sweet children of your love 
have outstripped you in the race, and reached 
the goal long before. 

But, sad to relate, in many cases, I fear, the 
bad example of the mother influences these 
loved ones, and causes them to follow in her 
steps. How fearful to think of the awful 
responsibility of a wife and mother ! 

I firmly believe that, in nine cases out of ten, 
where a husband turns out badly, it may be 
traced in some measure to the bad influence, or 
at least to the lack of a good influence of the 
wife. If her neglect has not driven him away, in 
the greater number of cases, I believe that the 
wife might have saved him and drawn him back, 
if she had used her influence aright. 
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And if the influence of a wife be thus great, 
how much greater even must be that of a 
mother! You know it is. Think, O mothers: 
is your influence over your children such as it 
ought to be? Do your authority and your 
example tally? Do you teach them what is 
right, — ^to serve God and keep His command- 
ments, to attend His house, to study His Word ? 
And do you do the same yourselves ; or do they 
see you gradually neglecting these things, and 
therefore think there is no need for theTri to 
observe them? Ponder these things well, my 
dear friends: examine your own lives, and see 
whether you are in the right road yourselves, or 
whether you are beginning to linger behind; 
nay, even "looking back from behind." If so, 
turn again, turn again with us, I entreat you, 
and " we will do thee good." 

But, before I close, I would most earnestly urge 
those of you who have never yet set out at all 
on the road to Zion to do so without delay. To 
remain behind is certain death : destruction is at 
hand, even at the door. Jesus has died ; nay, is 
risen again, and bids all come to Him that they 
may find pardon for all their sins in His 
precious blood. He asks nothing of you: no 
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goodness of your own ; but simply to cast yourself 
on His mercy, and He will pardon and bless you. 
And while you look to Him in all dangers and 
difficulties. He will keep you safe in this world, 
and bring you at last to His eternal home in the 
world to come. 

To all, then, I would say, "Escape for your 
life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in 
all the plain ; escape to the mountain, lest thou be 
consumed ; " for " remember Lot's wife." 
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Genesis xvi. 8. 

E have before us, for consideration to-day^ 
two questions, and very important ones 
they are. " Whence earnest thou ? and whither 
wilt thou go ? " The angel of Jehovah addressed 
them to Hagar as she sat by the fountain in the 
desert, on the way to Shur, which lay towards 
Egypt 

Now Egypt was her native place, so it is not 
unlikely that she intended to return to that 
country and to her own home. It was just as she 
sat wearied on the way, glad of the coolness of the 
trees always to be found near springs of water, 
and refreshing herself with the delightful streams 
so welcome to her parched lips. There still lay a 
long distance before her, and as her fatigue made 
the journey more and more trying, she, doubtless, 
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began to look back on the events which had 
brought her to this position. 

Perhaps she began to regret the steps she had 
taken, and to hesitate as to what she should do ; 
when a solemn and gen£le, yet sad, voice accosted 
her with the questions under consideration : 
"Whence earnest thou? and whither wilt thou go?" 
It was evidently no stranger who thus accosted 
her, though she knew him not, for the speaker 
called her by name : " Hagar, Sarai's maid." Not 
Hagar the Egyptian. No, it was of the position 
from which she had fled that he wished to remind 
her ; not of the home of her youth, which had 
been left long since. She had been made one of 
Abram's household, and even so isx exalted from 
servitude as to have been given by her mistress 
to Abram as his wife. But still she ceased not to 
be Sarai*s maid, not even though she had fled 
from the face of duty. We may consider that by 
thus calling her by that title the angel intended 
to remind her that as such she had no business to 
be where she was. 

" Whence camest thou ? " he asked, " and 
whither wilt thou go ? " Look back upon the 
past, consider the events which have brought you 
here, recall to mind all the advantages you have 
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enjoyed and might still be enjoying in Abram'g 
house^ and then compare them with your present 
position and the prospect before you. 

Thus reproved, Hagar answered honestly the 
first question, though, it is evident, she wished to 
impart some degree of blame to her mistress as 
an excuse for her own foUv. However, the com- 
mand is plain and simple : ^ Return to thy 
mistress, and submit thyself under her hands." 

Before any blessing is promised, and the 
wonderful prophecy concerning her son waa 
imparted, she must be willing to humble herself, 
and retrace her steps. But it was not only told 
her to return — that would be humiliating enough, 
but having done so, she must submit herself to 
her mistress — that would be far harder. Duty 
must be faced, however hard and however difficult, 
before a blessing can be obtained. But God would 
not send her back hopeless and dejected; He 
encouraged her with a wondrous promise for the 
future, and assured her that He had seen her 
affliction. It was true she had not taken it to 
Him, as she should have done, but nevertheless 
He had looked upon her in her trouble, with a 
pitying, loving eye. Well might she bear witness 
with holy rapture and thankfulness, and cry out 

c 
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with awe, "Thou God seest me." The remem- 
brance of this truth would carry her through 
all further trials and difficulties in the house of 
her mistress ; and the hope which lay before her 
would strengthen her in the submission which she 
now saw was her plain duty. 

And now, my dear friends, let us apply this 
subject, and especially these two questions, to 
ourselves to-night. 

I solemnly ask each one of you to consider the 
question, " Whence earnest thou ? " You may 
answer that you come of most respectable parents, 
your family has always been sober, moral, and 
upright. It may be so, — nay, you may be all this 
yourselves at this moment, and yet I would tell 
you each and all that you come out of Egypt like 
Hagar. Indeed, though you know it not, you may 
still be there ! If you are far from God, if your 
heart is enslaved by the things of this world, and 
subject to the still harder rule of Satan, you are 
in bondage stilL If you have not cast oflf his yoke 
and received the adoption of a son and yielded 
yourself to the willing service of a new Master, even 
the Lord Jesus, bearing His name, and blessed with 
all the high advantages of one of His family, you 
have not left the land of your captivity. 
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But of some I am glad to know that it may be 
said that they have left Egypt and have become 
glad servants of the King of kings. Thank God 
it is so ! Yet even for them it is well to consider 
whence they have come. It will fill their hearts 
with gratitude for their present happy state, and 
help them to walk more humbly with their God. 

But I fear there are many, perhaps some here 
to-night, who, having once left Egypt and having 
enjoyed the privileges of adoption for a time, 
have also, like Hagar, fled from " the house of 
their mistress;" they have left their first love. 
Danger, difficulty, scorn, or unkindness, has driven 
them to give up all the blessings and advantages 
to which they should have remained faithful. 
The slightest difficulties by the way are too apt 
to make us flee from the face of duty, without 
considering the second question, "Whither wilt 
thou go?" Had Hagar been allowed to con- 
tinue her way without hindrance and to return 
to Egypt, it would doubtless have caused her to 
give up her faith in, and the worship of, the true 
God, and she would once more have embraced 
the heathen religion of that nation, and have 
lapsed into idolatry. 

And so with us, if once we wilfully give up the 
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advantage of dwelling amongst religious people, 
and withdraw from those who would help us on 
the narrow way, and absent ourselves from the 
public worship of Qod and the outward means of 
grace. If we do this we shall most assuredly soon 
return to the service of our old master, even the 
prince of this world, and all trace of true religion 
will vanish from our hearts. Now, my dear 
friends, ask yourselves this question, I beg of 
you, and answer it honestly as in God's sight 
to-night ! 

" Whence camest thou ? " 
Have you left your former good beginnings, and 
your high resolves and bright hopes, and are you 
gradually sinking lower and lower ? Is each step 
taking you further from duty, from happiness, 
from peace, and nearer to ruin, despair, and 
eternal misery ? 

Pause, I entreat you, before you leave this 
room, and consider. 

" Whither wilt thou go ? " 

Where are you determined on going ? Surely 
not on to destruction, whither your steps are 
wending ? 

Turn, I beg you, — stop on that fearful path I 
You may never hear the warning voice again, it 
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may be the last, the only time that God will 
speak as He does to-night to each of you. 

''Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself 
under her hands." 

Repent this night, retrace your steps, turn round 
from the evil way, with your back on Egypt and 
its allurements and temptations, and your face 
towards Zion. Walk manfully along the road of 
Christian duty, and submit to all its indignities 
and its difficulties, remembering that the Lord 
seeth your affliction, and hath bright hopes in 
store for you. 

Will you do this to-night, weary one ? Will 
you close with the ofifer of mercy at once ? Qod 
sees you and knows all your troubles. You may 
try to flee from them. It may seem to you as if 
anywhere would be better than where you are, 
that you cannot bear these trials any longer, that 
the path is too difficult for you — too narrow, and 
too rough, that the wilderness would be far 
better, that there you can rest by some cool and 
refreshing stream. But stop ! Qod calls you and 
says, if you want to find that difficult path made 
easy, submit to His yoke. It is because your will 
is not in accordance with God's will that the path 
is so trying. Yield yourself unreservedly to Him 
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to make your will subject to His. Then look on, 
and look up ; whatever may vex and trouble you 
now, there are far brighter prospects in store for 
you by and bye. Let faith and love soften your 
path, and hope gild the horizon, and you will not 
heed the petty annoyances of men by the way, 
nor seek to flee from them. 

May God help you each and all to decide this 
matter to-night, before it be too late. Life is short 
and uncertain at the best. If death should come 
on you while you are still far from God, how 
fearful the thought of what must be your fate — 
your doom. There will be no opportunities then 
for returning from the error of your way. " Now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation." 

*' But if you still the call refuse, 
And all His wondrous loye abuse, 
' Too late ! too late ! ' will be the cry, 
Jesus of Nazareth has passed bp," 

Yes, Jesus of Nazareth is passing by now, and 
says, in tones of pitying love, "Turn ye, turn 
ye, for wherefore will ye die ? " 

Accept His love, then, now; give up the past 
and all its burden of sin and sorrow ; cast yourself 
now, oh wandering one, at His feet, and He will 
not cast you out I 
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III. 



Genesis xxvii. 8. 

TT7"E have before us a scene of deceit and 
^^ subtlety. Isaac had grown old, and his 
eye was dim, so that he could not easily discover 
one person from another. Feeling his own grow- 
ing infirmities, and that he must naturaUy prepare 
for death at any time, he designed to give his 
parting blessing to his first-born, — an act of the 
greatest importance in the patriarchal times. It 
is difficult to believe that he was ignorant of the 
Divine purpose, that the younger son should have 
this blessing. But we may suppose that he was 
governed more by natural affection than inten- 
tional disobedience. 

It seems strange that Isaac should have loved 
Esau most, being the least religious of the two 
sons, and having already displayed so little regard 
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to his parents, and grieved them by intermarrying 
with the Hittites, who were heathens. 

However, the old man called this favourite son, 
and telling him what his intentions were, bade 
him make him savoury meat, as was the custom 
at such ceremonies. 

And now Rebekah comes upon the scene. We 
must not condemn her as a thoroughly bad woman 
on account of the part she took in this matter. 
The act indeed was bad and unjustifiable, though 
her design and object was possibly good ; but she 
should have taken other means to bring it about. 
She must have been aware that God had said 
that "the elder should serve the younger," and 
she feared lest her husband should endeavour to 
thwart the word of God. It was as if Bebekah 
thought that she could assist the Almighty to 
fulfil His own promise ; but the steps she took to 
bring it about were most discreditable to one 
professing any degree of religion. 

And God left her to herself, not because He 
approved of her plan, or needed such an efifort to 
be made to carry out His word. But He allowed 
it, as He often does allow the plans of the wicked 
to prosper, in order to fulfil His own designs. 

We all know well, I think, the story before us, 
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how Bebekah suggests to Jacob, and even com- 
mands him, to hasten with the food she should 
prepare to his feither, and to make him believe 
he was the eldest son, Esau. In order to achieve 
this, he had to be disguised by the skins of the 
goat, and the clothing of his brother, though even 
then the whole plot was nearly being discovered 
by Isaac's acuteness of hearing. To save this 
discovery, and in the fear of bringing upon him- 
self a curse instead of a blessing, Jacob was obliged 
not only to act but to speak a deliberate lie. 

And so the whole affair succeeded admirably ; 
the food was eaten, the kiss and blessing were 
given, and all was safely over before Esau returned. 

Sad was the scene, and bitter the wailing, when 
the truth became evident. A partial blessing 
could still be given, but that was all ; and here 
we see the beginning of the evil which ensued. 

An unkind feeling was generated between the 
brothers. It is true that Rebekah had obtained 
for her son the blessing which she knew was his 
by promise, and which she had so feared he was 
about to lose. 

But now she finds that evil is plotted against 
him. She early begins to reap the fruit of her 
fraudulent device. She was obliged hastily to part 
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with that very son, for whom she had planned 
and risked so much. 

And Jacob, who had joined his mother in 
carrying out the deception, now began to feel the 
consequences, which followed him through a long 
course of events, reminding and repaying him for 
his deceitful and lying conduct to his father. 

When absent, in the house of his uncle Laban, 
he sought and obtained the promise, that in 
return for seven years' service, he should have to 
wife his cousin Rachel. But when the time came 
that he should receive her, he was deceived, as 
he had deceived others, and Leah was secretly 
given him instead, till he should serve another 
seven years for the bride of his choice. 

Again in after years, he too was deceived by 
his own sons, when they pretended that his 
favourite son Joseph was slain by the wild beasts. 

We see by his trials and troubles in his latter 
years, the shadow of the sins of his early days. 
Gk)d thus makes the sinner's sin to find him out. 

There is surely here a solemn warning to each 
of us, my dear mothers. First of all, there is a 
caution lest we incline to make favourites of one 
or other of our children, to the comparative dis- 
regard or neglect of others. 



REBEKAH. 29 

Now I cannot deny that some children are 
much more loving, more amiable, more fascinating 
in their disposition than others, but we should 
make it our earnest endeavour not to show this 
marked favour to some more than to others. 
It is bad for the favourite, for it engenders pride, 
selfishness, and many other evil feelings; while 
on the part of those neglected it tends to incul- 
cate feelings of jealousy, revenge, and all sorts 
of dreadful tempers, sometimes even ending in 
murder. Isaac gave way to this feeling of 
partiality towards his eldest son, although he 
was evidently a worldly, self-willed young man. 
And in consequence of this partiality Isaac would 
have bestowed the blessing, and all the other 
advantages of the first-born, upon him, although 
he had sold his birthright, and notwithstanding 
God's own word to the contrary. 

Rebekah, however, favoured the younger son, 
and doubtless he was more worthy of this favour ; 
and knowing God's intention with regard to him^ 
her plans may, at first sight, seem reasonable. 

But even if the end was good, the means were 
bad and in no wise justified. Her motives may 
have been good, but at the same time she lacked 
faith in God to bring about His own designs; and> 
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as too many^ even in the present day, have con- 
cluded that a good end justifies the worst means 
employed to promote it, she planned, practised, and 
encouraged her son to practise a gross deception. 

Now she was wrong to deceive her husband, to 
take advantage of his infirmity to impose upon 
him. If, when she had heard of his intention to 
bless Esau instead of Jacob, she had gone with 
gentleness and seriousness, and reminded him 
what God had said concerning their sons, if she 
had recalled to his fading memory Esau's bad 
conduct in marrying heathen wives, it is most 
probable that the reasonableness of her conduct 
would have prevailed with the old man to confer 
the blessing on the rightful person. She would 
not then have had to have recourse to such a 
series of deceits and frauds. 

It would have been, at the least, the proper 
conduct of a wife to her husband. My dear 
friends, we should hear less of the unhappiness 
of husbands and wives if they showed more 
reasonableness and consideration towards each 
other. Too often we see deceit practised on one 
side or the other ; plans formed, and intimacies 
made by the one of which the other is not aware. 
This causes suspicion, ill-feeling, doubt, and a host 
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of other sentiments which end in aU sorts of 
misery and perhaps strife. 

Do let me affectionately urge upon you, my 
dear mothers, if you want to keep the affections 
and confidence of your husbands, be perfectly open 
and candid with them. Tell them all your 
annoyances, fears or joys, let them know what 
frets you, and not put it down to ill-temper ; and 
then tell them all that pleases you or interests you, 
so that they may enter into it too. 

Depend upon it, that as love begets love, so 
confidence begets confidence, and you will find 
that you will have no cause to fear any rival. 

Further, let me remind you that this deceit was 
a great wrong to Jacob, for by this line of conduct 
she made him think lightly of falsehood and 
cunning, by putting into his mouth and forcing 
him into a lie. 

When the voice of conscience or of fear made 
him scrupulous lest he should be detected, and 
bring upon him a curse instead of a blessing, she 
even then stilled his voice, and soothed his 
conscientious scruples. 

Do any of us act towards our children as 
Rebekah did? We may not train them up to 
lie, and to act a part which does not belong to 
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them^ to represent themselves and their position 
as other than they really are. Yet I fear there 
are many who quiet themselves with the false 
idea, that the end justifies the means ; and as long 
afl they can do well in this life, make a good show 
before their neighbours, and get the good opinion 
of those around them, they care little as to the 
means used to attain it. And they thus let their 
children see, by their example, that they neither 
care for truth or honesty as long as their object is 
gained. Oh, my dear mothers, look well to it 
that such is not your line of conduct! It is a 
fearful thing to bring your children up in such 
deceit as this. 

Remember, that though you may deceive man, 
you cannot deceive God. Man may think you 
far better than you are, and respect you ac- 
cordingly ; but God sees you as you really are, — 
sinful, weak, and helpless. Strive to see your- 
selves as in His sight, seek pardon from Him of 
all the past, and a blessing for the time to come. 
And instead of seeking the good things of this 
world for your dear children, seek, first, for them 
and for yourselves the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, trusting that all these things shall 
be added unto you. 
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IV. 

1 Samuel i. 27, 28. 

rriO understand fully the import of these words 
-■- of gratitude, we must look back to the 
earlier part of the chapter^ where we shall see the 
circumstances under which the prayer was oflfered. 
Hannah, who is the subject of our present 
meditations, was one of the wives of a man 
named Elkanah. According to the usage of those 
days (upon which we need not now dwell), he had 
another wife, one who had borne him several sons 
and daughters^ while poor Hannah had none. 
This was a source of great trouble to her, not so 
much from fear of losing her husband's affection, 
for we are expressly told that he loved Hannah, 
as because her more fortunate rival taunted and 
provoked her sorely. Let me remark here, that 
this conduct of Peninnah is by no means un- 
common in the present day, though it may not be 
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from the same cause. How often do we hear the 
taunting unkind remark concerning others who 
have not some earthly good which we possess ! 
Outwardly, these two women were both professing 
religion : they came up with their husband at the 
appointed season to sacrifice to God and to 
worship Him. And yet we see that while 
joining outwardly in the services of the temple, 
Peninnah was in a most uncharitable frame of 
mind, and doing all in her power to disturb and 
prevent the devotions of her rival. 

My dear friends, such worship as this God will 
not accept; it is only mocking Him. It is, 
moreover, very wicked to abuse any one who is 
labouring under any disadvantage or affliction 
from the hand of God, and He will not suffer us 
to do it with impunity. 

Now Hannah grieved so sorely at the unkind- 
ness of Peninnah that she wept sore and would 
not eat. Not even the entreaties of her husband, 
nor his affectionate remonstrances, had at first any 
effect upon her. It was, no doubt, very trying 
to be taunted with that over which she could 
have no control, but it was foolish of her to take 
it so much to heart. Instead of fretting so sorely 
for what she had not, it would have been far 
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wiser if she had begun to reckon and rejoice over 
those blessings that she had. 

Had she not a good husband, one who loved 
her even more tenderly because of her trial? 

Let us learn not to be over anxious and troubled 
about disappointments or annoyances which are 
unavoidable ; especially should we not let them so 
aflfect us as to cause us to neglect or wilfully turn 
from our religious duties. We may see by 
Hannah's after-conduct that, though she had let 
her grief overcome her too much, she did not 
harden herself and become sullen, because her 
husband even gently reproved her for it. She 
was rather led by his doing so to ask herself 
whether she did well thus to grieve ; and seeing 
how wrong she was, and knowing how troubled 
Elkanah was in her behalf, she wisely controlled 
her feelings. But what she did was even better. 
She betook herself to prayer : it brought her to 
her knees. 

Is this the eflfect of trouble upon U8, my 
friends ? Does it draw us nearer to God ? Half 
the weight of our cares would be gone if we cast 
them upon Him who careth for us. He bids all 
who are heavy-laden to come to Him for rest. 

The very depth of her anxiety made her the more 
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earnest in her prayers. " Being in bitterness of 
soul, she prayed," and further, " she wept sore." 
How diflferent is this to many of our prayers! We 
ask a blessing, we seek a gift ; and yet with what 
coldness and apparent indifference we make the 
request Our voice sounds as if we hardly cared 
whether it be granted or not. What wonder, 
then, that we often bitterly exclaim that we get 
no answer to our prayer. 

But though she was so earnest and so particular 
as to the gift she sought, even a son, yet she was 
modest at the same time, and she made a solemn 
vow that the child should from his birth be 
dedicated to the Lord. 

She asked for just one son, that her affliction 
might be taken away, and yet that one she would 
not withhold from the Giver, but " he should be 
given to the Lord all the days of his life." 

It is very proper thus to give a thankoffering to 
God of His good gifts to us, and to devote them 
to His honour and service. But remember that 
we cannot thereby lay any claim to the gift or 
pretend to any merit for so doing. We shall only 
thus prove ourselves in a right frame of mind, and 
bring down upon our souls a fuller and further 
blessing. 
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We shall also do well to remark, my dear 
mothers, how her prayer, fervent and earnest as it 
was, was uttered softly and silently. None heard 
her speak ; " her voice was not heard,*' (verse 13) 
only her lips moved. We must not judge of 
prayer by its loudness, by its outward eflfect upon 
the attention of bystanders, oflfered like the 
Pharisee's, "to be seen of men." As is so 
beautifully described in the well-known hymn; 

" Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, 
Uttered or unexpressed ; 
The motion of a hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast. 

"Prayer is the heaving of a sigh, 
llie falling of a tear, 
The upward glancing of an eye 
When none but Grod is near.** 

And so, my dear friends, we can never excuse 
ourselves by saying we have not the opportunity 
for prayer. At all times, at all seasons, in the 
crowded workroom, in the ever-bustling throng of 
the street, the words of petition may ascend 
unseen, and perhaps unsuspected, from our hearts, 
to our Father's ever-listening ear, and He will send 
His swift-winged messengers to guide or save us. 
Now I would not have you think that I wish 
to make little of, or to discourage any one from 
joining in, the outward form of worship, or in 
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responding audibly in the public services of God's 
house ; this we should never omit to do, or it is to 
be feared our silent assent to all the responses 
may lead us into wandering thoughts and 
listlessness and worldly inattention. 

But in private prayer and special petition, 
such as that of Hannah, the case is different. 
There need be no outward expression then. 

Even then it is possible you may be misunder- 
stood and falsely condemned as she was by Eli 
the priest, for we find that he accused her of 
being drunk because she prayed so earnestly 
and wrestled with God in silence and weeping. 

Let us not forget that this was the same 
accusation brought against the apostles in later 
years, and Christ Himself foresaw that this would 
be the case, for He says in Matthew v. 11, 12 ; 
" Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven." 

You see He bids us not to be deterred from the 
right path by opposition, but to rejoice in view 
of the recompense of the reward. 

Strive, then, my dear friends, to be less hasty 
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in judging others. And if we be falsely accused, 
like Hannah, and our acts or our motives mis- 
judged, let us follow her example; while we 
boldly deny it or assert our innocence, let us do 
so in the spirit of humility and gentleness. It 
is very hard to bear undeserved reproach and 
reproof; but let us remember that our dear 
Saviour bore it all when He was here upon earth 
without threat or angry retort, and if we would 
be His disciples we must expect the same, and 
follow in His steps. 

And we know not if we may not by our 
meekness and humility towards our reprovers, 
perhaps bring them to do us justice afterwards, 
and gain them as our friends. 

It was so with Eli, for when he saw the real 
cause of her conduct he gave her his blessing, 
and adding his prayers to hers, made the petition 
doubly eflfectual. 

And so in due time the child she had so longed 
for, that she had so earnestly prayed for, was 
bom ; and she did well to name him Samuel, — 
asked of God. Each time his name was men- 
tioned it would remind her of God's goodness to 
her, and how this child was to be given up to God 
all the days of his life. At last the time came 
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when he would he ahle to leave his mother, and 
she did not fail to fulfil her vow. She brought 
him, hard as it must have been to part with him, 
and presented him to Eli. She reminded the 
old priest, not of his former unkind reproof of 
her, but of the prayer she had offered, and bore 
joyful testimony to God's answer to her request : 
he was asked of the Lord, " and now behold I 
have lent him to the Lord as long as he liveth." 
We must not understand that because she used 
the word lent that she meant to take him back 
as we understand that word now, for she adds " as 
long as he liveth." But all we give to God may 
be said to be lent to Him, although first given 
and received from Him, and therefore His by 
right. But He will most surely repay us for our 
gifts to Him, for He says, " Give and it shall be 
given unto you." 

And now, my dear friends, I want to bring into 
a few earnest words the chief points that this 
history should teach us. I need not dwell upon 
the after-life of the holy Samuel. You all know 
how highly favoured he was all his days, and even 
while he was a young child, how God appeared 
and revealed to him His own wise purposes and 
plans. 
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We hear no more of his mother after the 
utterance of the beautiful and heart-stirring 
prayer and thanksgiving at the commencement 
of the next chapter^ and the statement that after 
her return home God repaid her for her loan to 
Him by sending her three sons and two daughters. 

The whole account describes her as one strong 
in prayer. 

This is the whole key to the after-life of the 
infant Samuel If there were more mothers like 
Hannah, there would be more sons like Samuel. 
He was truly the child of prayer, and was taught 
with his earliest breath to lisp his infant desires 
at the throne of grace. 

Dear mothers, do you pray thus over your 
children ? do you devote them from day to day, 
even all the days of their life, to God's service ? 
Do you outwardly bring them and devote them 
to Him in baptism, and strive to train them as 
soon as they can understand what their duty 
is towards the God whom you worship? If 
they see you prayerless and godless, what wonder 
that they turn aside from the right path and 
follow their own devices ! 

And though it is doubtless true that many a 
child of godly parents turns away from the narrow 
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path^ I believe that the instances are rare when 
they are not, at some time or other, brought back 
and converted from the evil of their ways, in 
answer to the faithful and unceasing prayers of 
their mothers. 

If you find you cannot govern them, if they 
have even now got beyond your control, it is not 
too late to begin now. Begin and 'pray for them ; 
take them in your prayers to the throne of grace, 
and ask God to do for them and with them what 
you are unable to do yourselves. 

Be not weary in prayer, — persevere, — ^"pray 
without ceasing," and the answer shall come at last. 

And you, O mothers, who have young children 
at home, begin early with them. It is never 
too early to train them to God's service, both 
by your words and your example, and they will 
grow up to be praying men and women by and 
bye. Take all your wants to God ; think nothing 
too great or impossible for Him to grant; and 
deem nothing so small or unimportant as to be 
beneath His notice. "Cast all your care upon 
Him, for He careth for you." 

And having cast it on Him, be of good cheer. 
Leave your request there in His hands, rise up, 
and be no more cast down, and all shall be welL 
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V. 

JlbiQail. 

1 Samuel zxv. 4—38. 

npHIS woman of whom we read in 1 Sam. xxv., 
"^ and whose wondrous prudence and courtesy 
we cannot help noticing, was the wife of a very 
bad man, called Nabal. The description given of 
him in the second and third verses of this chapter 
is very strong. " The man was very great," " but 
the man was churlish, and evil in his doings.^' 
Outwardly, in the eyes of the world, he was very 
great, he was like the rich man in the parable of our 
Lord, he had great possessions, but in his character 
he was churlish, ill-tongued, selfish, and mean. 

And this is the sort of man we find married to 
the beautiful and wise Abigail. We cannot help 
thinking that the union with such a man must 
have been much against her will, and perhaps 
forced upon her. We know how often this is the 
case, for the sake of position and wealth on the 
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one hand, and, on the other, for the sake of 
winning a fair face, or under the impulse of some 
sudden fancy. 

NabaFs character, too, may not have shown 
itself in its true colours till the discovery was too 
late, and poor Abigail found herself linked for life 
to one for whom she could feel neither respect 
nor aflfection. 

Perhaps there are some amongst us now who, 
when it has been too late for remedy, have found 
themselves in very much the same position. The 
greatest trial of their days is the husband of 
their choice, who ought rather to be the joy of 
their life, and the pride of their existence. 

Well, my dear mothers, if there be any among 
you like this, attend to me for a short while, as I 
try to show you how to make the best of your trial 
in following the example of Abigail under the 
circumstances. 

We find that King David, while fleeing from 
the face of Saul, was at one time reduced to such 
straits, that he was obliged to beg for food from 
this same Nabal. He sent messengers to the 
rich man, and reminded him of various occasions 
when he, and his soldiers, had been of good service 
to Nabal's shepherds, and with great modesty 



ABIGAIL. 49 

asked for a share of the good things with which 

he abounded. But the wicked Nabal fell into a 

passion, and not only refused him any food at all, 

but spoke all manner of evil against David to his 

servants. 

The report which was brought to David of the 

manner in which Nabal had received his message 

caused him great displeasure, and he hastily 
resolved that as all his kindness was so little 

appreciated, he would soon make Nabal feel the 

power of his wrath, and he would destroy all 

that belonged to him. 

He was on his way to execute this vengeance 
when the news of his coming reached the house 
of Nabal; and one of the servants who had 
experienced the kindness of David before, came 
to Abigail and told her all that had passed, and 
how his master had provoked them by bad words 
and unkindness, adding his testimony to the 
character of Nabal, '' He is such a son of Belial^ 
that a man cannot speak to him.'' 

Now, we see the character of a wise and prudent 
wife brought forward in striking contract to that 
of her mean and grasping husband. It is often 
in a great emergency that a good woman 
is seen to best advantage. Strive to be like 

E 
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Abigail in cases of sudden and unexpected 
difficulty or danger. Do not yield to despair and 
think it is no good to do anything. Be calm, be 
collected, plan what is best to be done, and having 
plauned it, set about it yourself at once. She did 
not waste a long time in bewailing her husband's 
conduct, or in upbraiding him for being the cause 
of their danger. Neither did she seek safety for 
herself alone, and leave her husband to the fate 
he so well deserved. 

This would have been cowardly and unlike a 
wife. No ; only one course lay open to her, and 
that was to take the food for which David had 
petitioned, and that of the best. But not only 
this, she must herself supplicate his mercy and 
excuse her husband. And when she came to 
him, notice how she behaved. Though she was 
the wife of this great man, so wealthy and so 
powerful, and though David was at the time only 
a fugitive and an outcast, she cast herself at his 
feet, calling him " my lord," and styling herself 
''thine handmaid." And what does she say? 
She takes all the blame upon herself : "Upon me, 
my lord, upon me let this iniquity be." Here 
shines forth her conjugal aflRection ; she is willing 
to draw upon herself the punishment of her 
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husband's conduct, and is most generously willing 
to bear anything herself so that he and all those 
at home may be spared. 

How many, I fear, would have let him pay the 
penalty himself, rather casting it at him that 
he had no one but himself to blame, that he 
had brought it on himself, and that he richly 
deserved it. 

Then, further, she tries to make the best of his 
fault, as a good wife should always do ; she excuses 
it as his folly more than his malice : '' Nabal is 
Lis name, and folly is with him." 

Seeing now that David was a little mollified, 
she ventures to offer him the presents she had 
brought with her, speaking of them as of little 
worth, and only as a sort of compensation to the 
servants for the ill-treatment they had received 
at her husband's hands. She concludes by re- 
minding him of all his acts of goodness and 
bravery, and assures him that, though he is now in 
trouble, God will surely bring him safely through 
it ; pleading that, when he shall have been raised 
to the throne in peace and prosperity, if he 
refrains from the execution of his present bloody 
resolve, he will not have the pain of recalling the 
indulgence of cruelty and revenge. 
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A petition so nobly and yet so humbly pre- 
sented from the lips of one so fair^ and withal so 
modest, could not fail to win the favour of so good 
and generous a man as David. He not only 
yields to her persuasion and relents, but thanks 
and blesses her for having saved him from 
avenging himself by shedding blood. 

Thus the prudence and bravery of this good 
wife saved her husband and her household from 
perishing. 

But though Nabal escaped from the hands of 
him whom he had made his enemy by his own 
bad temper and ungenerous spirit, yet we see by 
the concluding few verses that God would not 
let his iniquity pass unpunished. When Abigail 
returned from her interview with David, she 
found her husband feasting and drinking at 
home, caring little for the danger which had 
threatened him, and not having noticed or cared 
about his wife's absence. He had refused to 
spare any food to assist those who were in want, 
yet he could waste it in feasting and rioting to 
gratify himself. He was so overcome with drink 
that Abigail dared not tell him of the errand 
which had taken her away, or the success she 
had met with. 
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She neither reproached him, nor boasted of 
her own line of conduct. In such a condition as 
he then was, it was better to leave him to recover. 
" Wherefore she told him nothing, less or more, 
till the morning light." 

Here is a word for those who not unfrequently 
have husbands in a similar condition. It is no 
good to rouse anger then by argument or re- 
proach* At such times silence is the only course 
to pursue, for the man is open to no reason. It 
takes very little, when men have thus reduced 
themselves below the level of the brute creation, 
to rouse their passions by angry altercations, too 
often ending in scenes which are a disgrace to 
any Christian land. I have no doubt it is very 
hard to control the tongue and not to give way 
to anger or reproach, but I beg of you, my dear 
friends, to strive for the victory over your own 
tongues, and I am sure you will not have cause 
to regret it. 

Pray for your husband : this is all you can do 
while he is in this state ; but when he has re- 
covered, then is the time for C9*lm reasoning and 
expostulation. 

The next morning we read that when Nabal 
had come to himself, Abigail told him of his 
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narrow escape, and what difficulty she had had 
in appeasing the anger of David, and pointed out 
to him the folly of his conduct. 

My dear mothers, this quiet, sensible way of 
talking between husbands and wives should noTer 
rouse anger. We ought to be able affectionately 
both to give and to take rebuke for our faults, 
but let us take heed that it is done lovingly^ not 
for the sake of finding fault : and, further, let it 
always be just between ourselves alone, and not 
in the presence of another. 

We should be very careful of the manner and 
tone of our fault-finding, but it is no less important 
to choose well both the tvme and the pUiee for 
the duty. And let us also be willing and humble 
to take rebuke, as well as to give it I am sure 
many distressing family quarrels would be avoided 
if more affection and more prudence were shown 
in these little private scenes of married life. 

How sad, and yet how just, is the judgment 
which so soon fell upon Nabal ! *' And it came to 
pass about ten days after, that the Lord smote 
Nabal, that he died." Ten days were given him, 
but he showed no sign of repentance, and so he 
was smitten of the Lord, and died ! 

How glad must Abigail have felt that she had 
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used her influence in his behalf, and that she had 
acted in every way as she did ! She had nothing 
to reproach herself with, when her husband was 
taken from her. She can scarcely be expected to 
have felt much regret at his loss, but she would have 
had the bitter pangs of remorse of conscience to 
suffer, if she had in any way failed in her duty to 
him. My dear friends, remember, if you have 
bad husbands, that however bad, they are still your 
husbands; and, as such, you owe them a duty, 
from which their wickedness cannot release you 
in God's sight. 

Their conduct may call forth all your tact, all 
your self-control, and require all your prudence as 
good wives. But do your best in the line of duty, 
and you may have the joy at last of winning 
them into the right path. And if you should not 
have this blessing, you will, at least, have no 
feelings of remorse, no pangs of self-reproach, 
when they are taken from you. 

Finally, I would ask you. Do you feel that their 
conduct is such that they are bringing upon them- 
selves the wrath of an offended God, and that 
destruction is hanging over them ? Oh ! then it 
becomes you well to do as Abigail did with 
David, arise, make haste and plead in their behalf. 
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Caat yourselves at the feet of the avenger of 
blood, with affectionate, earnest pleading; utter 
your petitions in the ear of Him who willeth not 
the death of a sinner, and may be He will grant 
you your petitions. 

This is, at least, your duty. Pray for your 
husbands. Not only live so prudently and so 
piously that they may be won by your conduct, 
but pray for them — take them to the throne of 
grace and plead for them. 

But before you can do this effectually, do not 
forget to find access to that same Throne for your- 
selves, for surely you must be accepted and 
pardoned by Him who is willing and waiting to 
receive you, before you can hope to prevail in 
prayer for those you love, or effect any work of 
reformation in them by your own life's influence. 

May the Lord God, of His goodness, enable you 
and strengthen you in this great and glorious 
home-duty. 
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THE WIDOW OF ZAEEPHATH; 

OB, 



VI. 



^]^e ^idott) of ^atep^ai^. 

1 Kings xvii. 14. 

rpO-NIGHT we have before us a scene in the 
-^ life of a widow woman and her son. The 
famine was sore in the whole land. God had sent 
no rain for many long months^ and all the people 
of Israel and the neighbouring countries were in 
a sore strait for both food and water. The wicked 
king Ahab with his heathen wife Jezebel were 
ruling the land, and all the people were living in 
such a state of dreadful wickedness and idolatry 
that at length God's anger was kindled ; and He 
sent them the awful visitation of this famine as a 
punishment. 

In this favoured land, and in these happy times, 
we have little idea, my dear friends, of all that is 
included in that terrible word famine. We may 
know what it is to be hungry, it is true, and to 
be so poor that we have not the money to buy 
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the food we so much want both for ourselves and 
our children. But think what it must be when 
all the wealth of the land could avail nothing: 
no money could purchase food, for there was none 
to buy. Each one made their store go as far as 
they could, knowing well that when it was 
exhausted no price would buy more. Yet daily 
it grew less and less, till starvation stared them 
in the face. 

Still we find that in His wrath God remembered 
mercy. He took care of His own prophet, and 
kept him safe from hunger and want by the brook 
Cherith, where he had water to drink^ while 
others were parched with thirst ; and he also had 
bread and meat provided daily for his nourishment^ 
even the hungry ravens being made by God to 
wait upon him twice a day. 

I do not intend to dwell longer on this subject 
to-night ; but rather to consider how still farther 
the Lord took care of His faithful servant, even 
when '' after a while the brook dried up." God 
told Elijah to go to Zarephath, a heathen city; 
and that there he should find support and shelter 
with a widow woman, when the Jews, his own 
people, were afraid to harbour him, because the 
king sought to slay him. 
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We axe first introduced to this poor woman as 
she stood near the gate of the city^ gathering 
sticks to cook her last meal for herself and her 
child. Hope had vanished from her soul ; want, 
fearful want, had not only told its sad tale in her 
pinched features and wasted form, but she had 
the bitter sorrow of seeing her darling and only 
son perishing, sinking before her very eyes, and 
she without power to save him. 

It is bad enough for us mothers to see our 
children ill and dying of some trying disease and 
suffering intense pain; but that very suffering 
renders the loss less hard to bear, for we can but 
rejoice that our darling is relieved from pain, and 
is at rest. But, oh ! what must it be to see one's 
child sound in mind and limb, the only pain that 
of racking hunger, the gnawing of a dreadful void 
within which we can do nought to assuage ! 

I think I can fancy how this poor woman had 
eked out her small portion of meal each day, 
using as little as she possibly could, only just 
enough to stop the cravings of hunger. And now 
at last there is only sufficient for one meal more : 
the time has come when the barrel will have to 
be emptied, without any reasonable prospect of 
its being replenished. With such thoughts as 
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these, and feeling that there is no help for it, the 
lonely pair sally forth to gather a few sticks for 
fuel. In such a condition as this she was surely 
more fit to receive alms than to give entertain- 
ment to any one. But God often makes use of 
the most unlikely means to fulfil His own ends, 
and orders all events to carry out His own wise 
purposes. To her, then, poor as she was, the 
prophet was sent to receive food and shelter 
throughout the remaining years of famine. 

And his very coming, instead of being a burden 
or cause of trouble to her, proved the very best 
thing that could have befallen her, and the means 
of keeping her own table supplied while others 
were in want. 

While she was thus gathering her sticks, the 
stranger accosted her, asking her to fetch him a 
draught of water, and she readily went. She 
made no objection on account of its scarcity, nor 
asked what he would give her for it, as it had 
naturally to be paid for in such times as that 
She made no excuse nor uncivil reply, which I 
am sorry to say that people in bodily weakness 
or anxiety of mind are too often apt to do. 
This shows us that she was of an obliging and 
generous temper. We should be ready to do any 
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office of kindness to strangers, and if we have 
not the means to give of our substance, we can 
often aid and oblige them by gentle words and 
little acts of kindness. 

A cup of cold water, though it may cost nothing 
but the act of offering, has the assurance that it 
shall in no wise lose its reward. 

Then when the prophet bade her bake a cake 
for him first, for that God had promised that the 
barrel of meal should not fail throughout the 
years of famine, how readily she believed him 
and the glad tidings he brought ! Whether she 
worshipped God or not we are not told, but she 
had certainly heard of Him, and regarded Him 
as the God of the people of Israel, for she men- 
tiong Him in her reply to Elijah as the Lord 
thy Ood. 

Do you not think, then, my dear friends, that it 
was a great trial of her faith to have to use this 
small remaining portion of meal and oil for one 
whom she had never seen before, instead of 
giving it to her only and much-loved son, who 
needed it so sorely ? But she gets over all objec- 
tions and obeys the request, relying upon the 
promise that her wants should be supplied. We 
may well exclaim, as was said to one of her 
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nation in far later days, "O woman, great is 
thy faith." 

We may well learn, dear mothers, a lesson of 
complete trust in a God who has promised to 
supply all our need. He does not promise, re- 
member, to supply all our tviahes, to keep us in 
luxury or sumptuous living, but simply all our 
need. That is all He did in the case before us, — 
it was an existence of the simplest fare, but it 
was enough, and it never failed. It was shared 
also by the prophet himself. Elijah did not 
complain of the commonness of the food, nor of 
its being always the same. And yet how often 
we find U Jin the p»«.. toe coMpWning 
of their fare, instead of being thankful to the great 
and good God who has given them so much. And 
if Elijah took this food thankfully and without 
murmuring, well might the widow and her son do 
so. She had been expecting shortly to die ; there 
seemed no help for it, and yet now they had 
always enough. Truly her heart must have been 
overflowing with thankfulness ! 

Do you notice too, that in this very miracle, 
though God knew that she did believe the word 
of His prophet, still He kept her faith ever on 
trial We are not told that either the barrel or 
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the cruse was ever full, but only that it never 
wasted, that is, it never failed. Daily she had to 
trust Him for the next day's .supply. It is the 
same lesson which He would teach us in the 
Lord's prayer, when He bids us pray, " Give us 
this day our daily bread." 

The meal and oil kept multiplying as it was 
daily used, the supply kept always the same, it 
was renewed as it was needed. But mark, it was 
just in its using and not in hoarding that it was 
blessed. 

"There is that scattereth and yet increaseth, 
and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty." 

There is nothing lost by laying out in God's 
treasure-house ; what is laid out for Him or His 
servants is laid out to best interest, and is sure 
of a recompense. There are some of us, dear 
friends, I fear, who are ready enough to make 
excuse why we should not be expected to help 
forward God's cause, nor to work in His vineyard. 
We say we are too poor or too ignorant, but we 
do not try to make use of the little we have ; in 
using which for Him, we should be blessed 
tenfold. 

And let us learn to take God at His word. He 

F 
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has given ua many and precious promises : let us 
not only believe them by the assent of our minds 
or our lips, but let us show we believe them by 
acting accordingly. 

The widow before us did not stop to see the 
meal increased before she would risk using it for 
the prophet. She might naturally have argued 
that it had never increased before, and how dared 
she expect it to do so now ? She did not wait to 
see signs and wonders before she would believe, 
but she heard Grod's promise by the mouth of His 
prophet, and she arose and did according to 
the saying of Elijah. This was an active faith, 
a trusting obedience. 

And now, dear mothers, will you take God at 
His word, will you accept His offer of salvation 
to-night ? You know yourselves to be spiritually 
poor and needy, you have no righteousness of 
your own ; but you have sins both of commission 
and of omission, which lie as a burden upon your 
souL Hearken, then. Jesus has died for just 
such as you, and you have only to look to Him 
for pardon and peace. Only " believe, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thine house." 

Let not cares and anxieties keep you from Him. 
This woman did not answer, " Let me make for 
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myself and child first, and then if I have enough 
I will make for thee," but she waited on God's 
servant first "Seek ye first the kingdom of 
heaven, and all these things shall be added unto 
you." Honour God, attend His house, observe 
His day, keep His commandments, aud teach 
your children to do the same, and He will never 
forsake you, and will supply all your temporal 
needs. 

What a valuable lesson this mother's faith must 
have been to her son ! He could not help seeing 
the blessedness that came through faith, even 
" the promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come." 

Do your children learn this lesson from you, 
dear mothers ? Do they see and hear you fretting, 
complaining, and doubting ? If so, they will do 
the same. But do they see you happy, trusting, 
cheerful Christians, in adversity as well as in 
prosperity ? Such, then, also will be the blessed 
character of tlieir experience. 
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1 Kings xzL 25. 

E have been considering the characters of 
several of the " Mothers of the Bible," in 
most of whom we have found some points, at 
least, to admire and imitate. But here we have 
one who does not seem to have had one redeeming 
quality. She was a thoroughly bad woman, con- 
sistently bad ; a bad wife and a bad mother. I 
do not say, remember, that, she was an unfaithful 
wife, or a cruel mother to her children. But she 
was of such a character in these two relations, 
that we read of her husband Ahab, that " there 
was none like him for wickedness, which did set 
himself to work wickedness in the sight of the 
Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up." She 
was at the root and spring of all his wickedness, 
she prompted and suggested deeds of darkness 
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and cruelty, she planned and carried out plots of 
shame and bloodshed. 

And then, when Ahab was slain, and his 
wicked son Ahaziah ascended the throne, it is 
related of him that he too did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and "walked in the way of his father, 
and in the xvay of his mother." 

You see, dear friends, how a bad mother made 
a bad son, and no wonder that it is added that 
" he provoked the anger of the Lord," so that He 
only allowed him to reign two years over the 
land. He took no warning from the events of 
his father's life, or of his miserable death, but 
continued in his steps, and allowed himself, 
doubtless, to be "stirred up" by his wicked 
mother, as his father had been. And so his 
career was soon cut short by the hand of death. 
Sad it is for those children who by birth inherit 
characters of vice. 

We are all bom with the nature of sin in us, it 
is true; but it behoves us mothers to take this 
thought deeply to heart, that we may not cause 
our children to inherit from us natures of special 
depravity and guilt. "Unhappy, yea, most wretched, 
are those parents who help by their own lives c^ 
wickedness to bequeath to their offspring from 
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the moment of birth such qualities as must end 
in the utter perdition of those children's souls ! 

Now, having read such awfiil words concerning 
this woman's character as a wife and a mother, so 
that words almost fail in condemning her abuse 
of the sacred duties belonging to these high 
estates, we shall do well, dear friends, to cast a 
rapid glance over the main points of her history. 

The first thing that we are told concerning her 
is, that she was not satisfied with inducing Ahab 
to serve Baal, and to build altars and groves for 
that false god, so that idolatry in all its fearful 
forms was countenanced and even encouraged 
throughout the land where God alone had 
formerly been worshipped. She was not content 
with this, I say, but felt that the existence of 
good and faithful men, such as were the prophets 
of the Lord, was a living rebuke to these evil 
practices, which could not be carried on with 
impunity whilst these good men were allowed to 
live and bear witness for the truth. 

She, therefore, made use of the high position 
she held, and either influenced her husband, or 
obtained his permission to order their wholesale 
slaughter. It is, at all events, related as her 
doing, whether directly or indirectly. (1 Kings 
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xviii. 4.) Such is always the persecuting character 
of utterly godless people. They would fain 
exterminate all those who would witness against 
the vices which they encourage^ and they cannot 
rest while there remain any to testify against 
them. 

Having endeavoured thus to destroy the wor- 
shippers of the true God, although one of the 
chief men in her court had secretly frustrated 
her designs by saving a hundred of these prophets 
from her vengeance, we next find her wrath 
descending upon that brave and noble witness 
for the truth the prophet Elijah. Proudly she 
sends him word of her base plan, and calls upon 
her false gods to assist her thus to avenge the 
blood of the prophets of Baal slain on Mount 
Carmel. 

But God could protect and save His servant 
who trusted in Him, so that her proud boasts 
were of no avail 

In a new character she now comes upon the 
scene. It is the climax of her wicked plots, the 
deep vice of which makes our blood curdle. Her 
covetous husband, notwithstanding all his other 
possessions, and not content with them, set his 
heart upon a piece of land which belonged to 
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another. He proposed to Naboth, the owner of it, 
to purchase it fairly ; but he would not consent to 
part with it. From conscientious motives, and in 
accordance with the laws of God concerning an 
inheritance, Naboth was obliged to refuse the 
King's request. In bitterness of spirit and 
disappointment at not obtaining his desire, this 
foolish and wicked King tormented himself till, 
like a petted child, he sulked and would eat no 
bread. And here Jezebel comes forward to 
obtain for him his desire by foul means, if she 
could not do so by fair ones. We need not enter 
into the details of the plot. Suffice it to say, 
that by her instructions men were found to bear 
false witness against the innocent man, and his 
death, and that of his sons, was the speedy result, 
followed by the forfeiture of all his property to 
the crown. Ahab thus obtained the vineyard 
without inquiry as to the means that had been 
used to get it. 

But the Lord of heaven and earth had been 
witness of it all, and He soon sent His prophet 
Elijah to the perpetrators of the deed to pass 
sentence upon them. That very property which 
had caused such a deed of blood should be the 
spot where the blood of the murderer should be 
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spilled upon the ground. And, although God 
postponed the punishment, yet it came at last 
For when Ahab's son Joram was slain by Jehu, 
his dead body was cast into the field of Naboth 
the Jezreelite. The fate of Jezebel was rather 
longer delayed, but was none the less sure. She 
lived to witness the death of her two wicked 
sons one after the other ; and, at last, when Jehu 
was, at God's command, destroying the wicked 
house of Ahab, she was, at his bidding, thrown 
down from the window, and the dogs ate her 
body, so that none could say, " This is Jezebel." 
No rites of sepulture, no funeral pomp, no hand- 
some monument to receive the remains of this 
notorious and " cursed woman I " 

And now, O ye wives and mothers, let us look 
with awe on all that remains of this once power- 
fuL woman, — the scull, the feet, and the palms of 
her hands. They were the instruments which 
had done all the deeds of horror and blood : the 
feet to walk in the evil way, the hands to pen 
instructions of deep conspiracy, and the head to 
plan and command it alL 

And while uttering our exclamations of wonder 
at the enormity of her vileness, let us examine 
whether we are wholly free from blame in these 
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matters ourselves. Tou start ! You shrink with 
horror at the idea of my attributing such deeds 
to any here present to-day. But I say that there 
are many persons who show by their deeds in the 
humble position they hold, that it is not the want 
of will or of wickedness that prevents them from 
being like Jezebel ; but that for which they can 
claim no merit, merely the lack of opportunity. 

She was the eager persecutor of God's prophets, 
because she had the power to lay her hand on 
their lives. But there are still many who by 
their evil tongues speak against God's servants 
with such virulence, and act so unkindly towards 
them, merely because this is the extent of their 
power. And they show by this what far worse 
things they would do if they were in the position 
to do it 

And now let me press upon you another im- 
portant point by asking you, what is the character 
of your relationship and of your influence in your 
own homes, over your husbands, and over your 
children? I have said to you before what a 
solemn responsibility is yours. Do you use it 
aright ? Do you stir up thoughts and aims that 
are good in his heart, whose destiny is so closely 
linked with yours ? When you see the flicker of 
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good impressions in his mind do you help to fan 
it into a flame, and then endeavour by all the 
means in your power to feed and encourage good 
desires? Or is it the reverse with you? Tou 
know not where your influence may end. That 
thoughtless word, that careless laugh, that un- 
kind remark may just turn the tide; and from 
being a pious, honest, and respectable member of 
society, he may become lost to you and to himself 
throughout eternity! And on you will be the 
blame, — ^the curse ! 

And now as to your children. To whom sooner 
than the mother do they come, from thjeir very 
earliest years, with their tale of woe or trouble, 
of fear or joy? Do they find a response with 
you ? Do you encourage and foster the right and 
the noble in them? Do you train them with 
ideas of truthfulness and honesty, discouraging 
all that is mean and vitiating ? 

Remember that such as you make them now 
by your influence for good or for evil, such they 
will be in a far greater degree when they grow 
up, and bring the teaching of their early years 
into practice. 

And your own life, your everyday actions, 
what are they ? Are they such as you will never 
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feel ashamed that they should quote and copy ? 
Should you be taken from them early, what re- * 
membrance will they carry through life of you? 
Will it be such as will be a credit to you, and 
have a good influence upon them throughout 
their lives. 

There was once a good man who had the 
misfortune to lose his mother when he was still 
quite a child. But he used to say even when he 
was quite old, that there was only one thing he 
could remember of her, and that was how she 
used to take him to her side, and open the large 
family Bible and tell him the sweet stories it 
contained. And he would add that the sight 
never vanished from his mind how they used 
always to end this study by kneeling together 
with folded hands, and he could still fancy he 
beard her soft, low voice as she offered up those 
simple words of prayer, which even he could 
understand and follow. The remembrance of 
those holy seasons had preserved him in youth 
and through manhood from many temptations, 
and bore him up with the hope and high aim of 
joining her in heaven. 

Dear mothers, will your children bear such a 
testimony of you ? will they rise up and call you 
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blessed ? Will piety and a deep seated religion 
be an heirloom to descend to your children and 
grandchildren, as was said of the unfeigned faith 
of Timothy, "which dwelt first in thy grand- 
mother Lois, and thy mother Eunice " ? How far 
brighter a testimony would this be, than that 
borne of the infamous JezebeL Which shall it 
be of you, my dear friends? Give yourselves 
first to Jesus. Accept Him as your Saviour, and 
invite Him to dwell in your homes, to sanctify 
and to bless them ; and then He will help you in 
your high calling to live bright examples, and to 
spread a holy influence amongst the loved ones 
of your families. May you all strive to do this, 
my dear mothers, and thus avoid the awful 
example of her whom we have been contem- 
plating this evening. 
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2 Eangs iv. 26. 

TS it well with thee ? Is it well with thy 
-*- husband ? Is it well with the child ? 

This is a most important question. Is it well 
with thee ? Let us first consider what it is to be 
well. 

There are two senses in which the question 
may be asked : in a temporal sense, and also in a 
spiritual one. 

I have no doubt that many here, being asked 
the question, might feel inclined to reply that it is 
not at all well with them. Their circumstances are 
far other than they could wish, work and strive as 
they will, it seems no good; while others they 
know of seem to have enough and to spare, they 
are almost perishing with want. Or others may 
say that it is not of their circumstances they would 
so much complain. That would be good enough. 
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if only they had the blessing of good health. 
Constant ailments seem to be their lot ! or, old age 
is creeping upon them, and they have the daily 
increasing infirmities of advancing years pre- 
venting them enjoying life as they should wish. 

Or, again, some may think it is well enough 
with themselves, if it were only the same with 
their husbands. They began life so happily to- 
gether, but somehow a sad change has come over 
them ! He is no longer what he used to be ; nay, 
more, with some, I fear, he has become the terror 
of the whole family. Bad company, and the fear- 
ful demon of drink, have become his ever-present 
associates, and his nightly return home is a source 
of anxiety and dread to both his wife and 
children. , 

And, lastly, I know there are some who can 
apswer gladly that both they and their husbands 
are well enough in this world, at least ; business 
prospers, the goodwill and, it may be, the respect 
of their neighbours follow them ; but yet there is 
one dark shadow that crosses their otherwise 
cloudless sky ; it is the child of their love, perhaps 
more than one, over whom they have bitter reason 
to wail and lament. 

One loved one, it may be long years ago, was 
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called in happy infancy, or growing childhood, to 
an early grave. Your eyes moisten as you call 
to mind the keenness of that first grief that 
entered your happy dwelling ; and as you followed 
that marble form to its last resting-place, and then 
returned to the joyless hearth, and sadly laid aside 
all that could remind you of your darling, you 
felt as if all hope was banished from your heart, 
that there was nothing on earth to care for now. 

But, hark! as years pass on and other infant 
feet patter on that homely floor, and the prattle 
of other voices helps to soothe the achLog of your 
loving heart, once more the star of hope arises, 
and you and your husband plan together bright 
prospects for your little ones. And now a sigh 
escapes you as I remind you of all this, and turn 
to you once more, and say, " Is it well with the 
child?" Alas, no! AH that you have done for 
him, and borne for him, could not keep him at 
your side. He would not stay and brighten your 
declining years by his loving presence, and his 
tender care. He would persist in following the 
lead of some worthless companions, and your heart 
beats with fearful misgiving concerning him. 

Or it may be you had a daughter, whose 
happiness was your one thought night and day. 
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You never kept her strictly, or refused her any- 
thing you could possibly provide for her; and 
you looked for loving gratitude and affection in 
return ! But, alas ! how differently has it turned 
out! You shudder as you think how low she 
has fallen ; you know not where she is, and yet 
with a mother's undying love you long even yet 
to see her repentant form cross your threshold, 
and to clasp her to your heart 

Oh ! yes, there are comparatively few, perhaps, 
who can answer to all three of these questions 
as did the noble Shunammite before us, '' It is 
weUr 

And I will tell you why it is that you cannot 
do sa Because you cannot feel it to be well in 
spiritual things. 

These must be well first, and then all things 
shall be well with thee. And as we look at the 
circumstances before us, we may be inclined to 
wonder that she could say it. She had one only 
child, a fair young son, upon whom doubtless 
both her own and her husband's affections were 
fondly centred. Yet one sad day, in the midst of 
apparent health and strength, he was suddenly 
seized with a fatal malady, and soon his lovely 
form lay still in death. 
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As long as hope remained, and her loving care 
was needed, she used every means in her power 
to reUeve and save her darling. 

But see her now, when all is over : in calm 
determination and silent grief she carries him to 
the chamber that Elisha the man of God had 
been wont to occupy, and laying the little body 
on his bed, she locks him safely in. And then 
with aU speed she haptens to him whose sojourn 
in her house had been so blessed to her and her 
husband, and who she felt sure could, even now, 
by his availing prayer to the Almighty, bring 
once more joy to her souL 

It was, then, he who put the stirring and heart- 
searching questions to her, "Is it well with thee ? is 
it well with thy husband ? is it well with the child ? " 

And it was in full confidence in the power of 
Gk>d, and the prevailing intercession of His 
prophet, that she could say, even in the face of 
trial, of affliction, of death, " It is well." 

And so, my dear friends, shall we too be 
enabled to say and to feel the same from our 
inmost souls, if we have that same confidence in 
the power and love of our heavenly Father, 
and in the prevailing intercession of His only 
Son, our Advocate and Mediator. 
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"Is it well," then, with thy soul? Hast thou 
received from Him the pardon of all thy sins? 
Hast thou offered thy house as His abode, thy 
heart as His dwelling-place? When others 
closed their doors on Him and yielded no help 
to His distressed or careworn servants, hast thou 
bid them welcome in His name, and gladly 
offend ot thy .ubst^oe for ttei, rdief.^vi 
though it be but as a glass of cold water ? In 
short, hast thou given thyself to Him, a repentant, 
pardoned, ransomed soul, to be wholly His, and 
at His service ? 

If so, happy art thou, O mother! and if not, 
alas ! it is not well with thee, till thou canst yield 
thyself thus. 

It is not till we have reached this state of 
self-abandonment to God that we can cast all our 
care upon Him and feel and know that whatever 
befalls us or those dear to us, *' It is well." 

But we must not expect, my dear friends, nor 
are we led in God's Word to believe, that because 
we are His adopted children, we shall not meet 
with trouble and trial, — ^nay, we may be tried 
more than others, though not more than we are 
able to bear. And in all we shall have the ever- 
abiding comfort and support of a loving Friend, 
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who does not willingly afflict us, but has some 
good purpose in His mysterious dealings with us. 

And now, O ye care-worn mothers, let me urge 
you if you have found such a friend as I describe, 
in Jesus, cast all your care upon Him, and do 
not dishonour Him by doubts and fears. Earthly 
trials are but for a time. You are poor and in 
want, it may be, now, but the time is soon coming 
when you shall be rich indeed. Many who have 
now their good things shall envy you in that 
day when you shall be arrayed in robes of 
righteousness, and shall sit down to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, from which they perhaps 
are shut out. . 

Lastly, ye mothers, who weep over absent 
prodigals, remember that He who has now 
brought yov, to His feet, can bring iheTn there 
too. He watches over them in the far-oflf land 
of their wanderings, and is yearning over them 
to bring them back. That voice which could 
pierce the vast space between this world and 
the land of departed spirits, and summon the 
soul back to its vacated abode, is it too hard to 
believe that it could also reach that wandering 
one, however fallen, or however hopeless the case 
may seem ? 
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Pray for them that they may rejoice your 
latter days, by returning home, and find pardon 
and peace at the feet of that Saviour who has 
died for sinners, even the worst, and therefore 
for them. 

Thus shall you yet rejoice in the prodigal's 
return, and your hearts may even now, by faith, 
exclaim, " It is well." 
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Matthew xiv. 3 — 11. 

nnHE little that is recorded of this woman 
-^ shows us that she was very wicked in every 
sense of the word. She had forsaken her own 
husband Philip, and was living with his half- 
brother Herod. Enraged beyond measure at the 
reproofs of that holy man John the Baptist, she 
determined to compass his ruin. But she could 
not achieve this for some time. At first she 
only induced her wicked partner to imprison the 
prophet. He would gladly have done more, but, 
though he laid hold on John and put him in 
prison to gratify Herodias, yet he dared do no 
more "for fear of the multitude," because they 
counted John as a prophet. 

We may notice here what a life of constant 
dread must be that of a godless tyrant It is 
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true he did not fear God, or he would not have 
imprisoned John at alL But he feared the people. 
He was afraid for his own safety. He knew his 
vices had already made him odious to them, and 
that a slight provocation only was needed to 
make them break out against him. So we often 
find persons restrain themselves for fear of con- 
sequences by which they may suffer, rather than 
from fear of sinning against God. A concern for 
their own credit, or personal safety, will often 
preserve men from committing scandalous sins. 
And it was the same fear of them that sat at 
meat with him that made Herod, later, consent 
to the murder rather than appear to break his 
oath. 

Now, though John was in prison, and therefore 
certain not to be able to rebuke the king any 
more, still that wicked woman Herodias was not 
satisfied with this measure of revenge. 

A woman will do many things to get her own 
way. She will wait and wait, contrive and plan, 
till at last she brings about her own ends. It is 
well indeed when this intense and firm deter- 
mination to conquer circumstances, and bend 
them to her will, is accompanied by goodness, 
purity, and love. 
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Unhappily, however, she is not always patient 
or persevering in a right cause. She is capable 
of an implacable hatred, which will carry her 
through all obstacles to the attainment of that 
which she purposes. Such an instance is before us. 

John being in prison was not enough. He had 
dared to rebuke her unfaithfulness to her husband, 
and her present evil life. Her implacable revenge 
thirsted for his blood, and would not rest till it 
was shed. 

It is possible that Herod was himself a sharer 
in the plot, and that his oath, and subsequently 
his surprise at her request, were only devices 
to hide appearances and pacify the people. But 
whether he was a party to it or not, he was 
equally guilty in the crime. 

Herod's birthday came. It was kept, as was 
usual, with great pomp and feasting; doubtless 
drunkenness and riot were abounding. 

To please such a licentious king as Herod all 
was done that could gratify the eye and grace the 
solemnity. In honour of the day the daughter 
of Herodias came and danced before them. 
Such an exhibition cannot be too strongly con- 
demned. At such a scene, during such a time 
of debauchery, no modest girl would have been 
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willing to be present, much less to have exposed 
herself to the gaze of such an audience. 

But Herod, as both the mother and daughter 
probably knew, was just the man to be pleased 
at such a performance. 

Times of mirth and feasting are often the 
convenient opportunities for canying on bad 
designs, and this was just what this wicked 
woman wanted. She had, doubtless, inspired her 
daughter with a kindred feeling of hatred to 
the prophet, and they had planned the request 
she was to make. 

The dance brought about just what they had 
anticipated, and, his heart being merry, the king 
entered into an extravagant obligation to give 
her whatever she would ask, confirming it by 
an oath. Now the time had arrived to which 
Herodias had looked forward, and for which she 
had waited so long ! 

But listen to the fearful request from the lips 
of one so young and so fair! "Give me here 
John Baptist's head in a charger!" And the 
deed must be done at once : no time for relenting 
when soberness should return. No space for trial 
or forms of justice which might, and surely would, 
terminate in his acquittal and freedom. No, it 



HERODIAS. 97 

must be done on the spot ; and, to be sure of its 
performance, the head must be brought in on a 
charger. It is stated that the king was sorry, but 
we cannot tell whether from a feeling of his old 
reverence for John before he had sunk so low in 
sin, or whether he only pretended to be so. At 
any rate, " for the oath's sake he commanded it 
to be given her." 

He made a specious show of honour, but it is 
a great mistake to suppose that a wicked oath 
will justify a still more wicked action. 

It was not, however, so much for the sake of the 
oath, but for those that sat with him that he 
granted the demand. It is probable that, if 
she had demanded a vast sum of money, or 
extensive possessions, he would have found some 
way out of the difficulty. But John the Baptist's 
head was of far less value to him than wealth or 
property, so he immediately issues a warrant for 
beheading John : " He commanded it to be given 
her." Thus was that voice silenced, that " burning 
and shining light" extinguished, only to shine 
brighter, and for ever, before the throne of God. 
He was now released from his long imprisonment, 
and was sent to his rest, and his great reward. 
"And his head was brought, and given to the 

H 
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damsel, and she brought it to her mother." So 
closes this awful tragedy. 

That wicked woman had got her own way, and 
accomplished that upon which she had set her 
heart ! We hear nothing of her end, but we feel 
sure that great bitterness of spirit must have 
followed her as long as she lived. That ghastly 
head, those grave reproachful eyes, would haunt 
her day and night. Whether she died repentant, or 
whether her heart was hardened, by sinking deeper 
and deeper into sin, to hush the voice of conscience 
and the pangs of remorse, we cannot telL But if 
unrepented of, we are sure this fearful deed must 
have sunk her soul into the deepest abyss of 
destruction. 

Here I would say a few earnest words of 
warning against places of worldly amusement, 
such as dancing saloons, which are full of peril to 
the young. Teach your children, as you value 
their souls, to shun such places. Keep them 
pure in body and in mind, or, like the damsel of 
whom we have read, you will be as morally guilty 
of their soul's death as she and her mother were 
of John the Baptist's murder. 

And let me conclude by pointing out here as 
forcibly as I can, how sad, how dreadfully sad a 
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case is that of a child whose parents are, like 
Herodias, their counsellors to do evil; who 
instruct them, and encourage them in sin, and 
set them bad examples. The evil nature that is 
bom in them will be only too readily quickened 
by bad instructions. " Children, obey your 
parents/' it is said, but "in the Lord,** not 
against Him and His precepts. If a parent 
commands a child to do what is wrong, the 
child must obey God first. 

Are you ever guilty of this sin, my dear mothers ? 
I mean the sin of causing your children to obey 
you in what you know to be wrong, helping you 
to carry out some unlawful practice, such as 
breaking the Lord's Day for some possible gain 
or profit. And even if you do not force them 
into sin by your direct command, there are many, 
I fear, who allow it without check. Oh, surely 
we are bound by the sacred responsibility of 
motherhood to restrain our children from all sin, 
not only by advice, persuasion, and reproof, but, 
if needs be, by correction also. 

But, above all, let your own life of devotion to 
God's honour, and to His service, be seen by them, 
and they will soon tread with you the narrow 
road that leads to everlasting life. 
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E have in these few verses an €u;couDt with 
which we all, as mothers, can fully sym- 
pathize. Let us examine closely all the incidents 
connected with the circumstance. 

Far away on the Phoenician coast, perhaps in 
a small cottage by the sea, that poor woman dwelt 
with her afflicted daughter. We are not told 
whether she had a husband, or other children, 
nor is h^ name mentioned, doubtless to bring 
out into stronger notice the plain facts of the 
case, — the deep cause of her distress, and the 
miracle that was wrought in her behalf 

She had, at least, one daughter, this we know ; 
and she was afflicted and "grievously vexed with 
a devil.** 

This possession by an evil spirit we read of as 
having been frequent in the days of our Lord's 
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sojourn upon earth. From the time when our 
first parents hearkened to the voice of the 
tempter, and the Devil became prince of this 
world, he had kept his dominion undisturbed 
over the souls and bodies of men. But now that 
the promise was about to be fulfilled, that " the 
Seed of the woman " should " bruise his head," 
the Evil One appeared to make a more marked, 
and, as it were, final struggle, to maintain that 
power which he knew would soon be wrested 
from his grasp. 

Think then, my dear mothers, what that poor 
woman's sufferings must have been, as she 
witnessed the awful power which so controlled 
and overcame her child, rendered helpless by 
that unseen enemy, who often led her to injure, 
and perhaps almost to destroy, herself. 

We can judge by our own feelings when we see 
(ywr little ones suffering from far smaller maladies, 
be it some wound, or bum, or perhaps some sad 
accident. Which of us would not far rather 
suffer it all herself, if only her child might be 
spared ? 

With what surprise, then, and hope, must that 
poor sorrowing mother have heard of a wonderful 
Stranger, who was passing from city to city, 
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effecting sucli marvellous cures. In tlie neigh- 
bouring land of Gennesaret persons were crowding 
to Him from all parts, to touch even the hem of 
His garment, and all were made whole. Let us 
fancy what such news would he to us, deax friends, 
just now. Do we each think of some loved one 
at home, — a husband, parent, child, or sweet 
babe. How we would take them to be cured by 
this gracious Physician ! No money to be paid, 
and therefore none too poor to go to Him ! He 
bade all welcome, nor turned away from the 
worst case ever presented to Him. With what 
feelings, then, must this Canaanitish mother have 
hastened to find Him. Her child was too bad 
to be taken to Him, it is true, but she would go 
herself, and plead on her behalf for help. 

Nor had she far to go. See her with eager 
haste, as she inquires of each passer-by whether 
they could tell of hope for her miserable daughter, 
and guide her to Him whom she sought. At last 
her efforts are crowned with success ! Along the 
dusty road she sees a multitude approach, and 
as she draws near, — though she cannot get very 
near Him for the crowd, — ^her despairing voice 
is raised again and again^ lest the opportunity 
so eagerly sought should be lost Hear her 
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word as she lays her trouble before Him: 
"O Lord, Thou Son of David, my daughter 
is grievously vexed with a devil T' Majrk, she 
asks no favour, she claims no mercy, she simply 
casts it all into His hands to heal as He sees 
best. 

But what is this we see ? He heeds her not, 
but passes by \ Can it be that He hears her not ? 
or is it that He wM not notice her t Again, as 
she follows the crowd, she utters her piteous cry, 
till those nearest the Lord came and besought 
Him to stop and give her what she wanted, so 
that her troubled voice might cease to disturb 
them. 

Her anxiety tells her that they are pleading 
in her behalf, and she gathers courage as hope 
returns, and pushes her way through the crowd 
of by-*standera Not heeding the response of the 
Master as He replies to His disciples, '' I am not 
sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel," she falls at His feet in the utmost despair, 
fearful lest He should even now pass her by. 

Can you picture her as she lies prostrate and 
clasps Him by the feet, with tears streaming 
from her eager eyes, uttering her bitter wail, 
''Lord, help me '•? 
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Notice, she does not say, my daughter, but me^ 
** Help me/' Yes, we are helped in the persons of 
our children, thdr troubles are ours, their joys 
are ours : i^hen they receive any good, do not our 
hearts rejoice? I see by your faces, my dear 
Mends, that you echo this thought, you jkel the 
truth of it. 

Listen, then, to the manner in which her peti- 
tion is received, £Emcy yourselves in her place, 
and learn a lesson from her faith. 

Is it a rebuke that falls from those gentle lips ? 
Can that tender heart refuse to hearken to the 
cry of woe ? It would seem so, for He replies 
discouragingly, "It is not meet to take the 
children's bread, and cast it to the dogs : ** — as 
though He would say. The Jews are my people, — 
my children. I have come to save and to cure 
them, for they are my own and have a right to 
my aid, but yaa^ you do not belong to the Jews, 
but to the Qreeks : you have no claim upon Me ; 
we despise all who are not of our religion as 
dogs ; it would not be fitting to waste my mercy 
on such as you! Oh strange, unlooked-for 
words! How they would stagger the poor 
trembling, anxious mother! 

But let us listen to the sequel Love is strong; 
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a mother's love strongest of all^ and well-nigli 
unquenchable ! Once more she pleads ; she stays 
not to contradict the declaration ; she resents not 
the comparison with the dogs. For her child's 
sake she will put up with ignominy and contempt, 
so that her request be granted. And she replied, 
"Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat of the crumbs 
which fall from their master's table ; " and if even 
they, in their low estate, are allowed the crumbs, 
this is all / ask : one crumb out of thy fulness. 
Lord, one word from Thy lips, and my daughter 
shall be healed. Marvellous faith I Wondrous 
importunity ! Well dost thou deserve the object 
of thy intercession ! 

" Oh woman, great is thy faith : be it unto thee 
even -as thou wilt" 

And now, O ye mothers, are ye like this woman> 
strong in faith ? do you take your requests to the 
great Hearer of prayer, feeling, as she did, the 
reality of your need, and urging your case with 
that earnestness that knows no denial, and heeds 
neither delay nor rebuflf ? Perhaps you say you 
have no such need^ Some there are, I see as I 
look at your harrowed faces, who know what it 
is to have even just such need as had this poor 
Canaanitish woman: you have loved ones at 
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home, lying perhaps incurable, of one or other of 
the many forms of sickness to which our flesh 
is subject. Upon such I would urge the necessity 
of taking your case to Him who alone can help 
you. He does not always see fit to answer your 
prayer at once, any more than He did the mother 
of whom we have been speaking. But do not 
give up. In His own time and His own way 
He will send you the needed help ; and what He 
does not remove He will give you grace to bear. 

But not alone to such as have these temporal 
sorrows do I now address myselt To all of you, 
my dear friends, nay, to myself also do I speak. * 
Have we not all a malady ? are we not all, not 
only in a general sense, but in some particular 
sense, possessed, even " grievously vexed, with a 
devil"? Some homes too often are rendered 
miserable, and their peace disturbed, by some 
demon or other. Methinks I see yonder a room, 
which tells of utter neglect and destitution, all 
brought on by the spirit of Drink, — ^that great 
demon of our land, — it may be, possessing the 
father, and thus rendering the mother hopeless 
and heartless, neglecting her home and children, 
or forced to leave them to seek a pittance from 
the hands of strangers. 
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But it is not the fEithers alone wlio become 
possessed by this dreadful demon ; for di ! sad to. 
relate^ and shame to our sex ! too many are the 
cases in which the mothers — ^yes, and often quite 
young mothers — ^are to be seen fast chained by 
this hideous monster. What, then, must be the 
home ? The £Either, if he follows not her steps, 
which so often leads ta strife, and perchance 
even to crime, must almost inevitably be driven 
to other scenes of vice and self-indulgence, 
to the utter destruction both of body and soul. 
Let us then urge you most affectionately and 
most earnestly, as you value your own happiness, 
both here and hereafter, and not only your own, 
but that of those you love, wage war against this 
demon of strong drink, nor ever allow your 
children to yield to its wily charms. 

But this is not the only evil spirit with which 
our homes are often devastated. His name is 
Legion. Each one c^ us has some one against 
which to struggle. It may be we have a violent 
and passionate temper, or perhaps a sulky one ; 
an untruthful tongue, or else a love of backbiting 
others. I need not name more ; these are enough 
to show you that when we are controlled by some 
evil tendency, or in the habit of yielding to. some 
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particular sin, then it is that we are led captive 
by the tempter, that is the evil spirit by which 
we are possessed. Search your own hearts, then, 
dear friends; you will find there, if you do it 
honestly, the demon that lurks within. 

And having discovered your enemy, go in the 
spirit of this poor woman, not only with the 
general cry for deliverance from all your sins, 
but specially for deliverance from this, your 
most besetting sin. Jesus will not turn from 
you, even though He may try your faith. He 
loved you so much that He came to seek 
and to save you. He knows the weight of 
your sins, because He bore them all, when He 
died for you on Calvary. And now He simply 
bids you come to Him with all your woes. 

Cast yourself, then, low at His feet, tell Him 
you have no help but Him ; He is able and He 
is willing to deliver you from all your sins, even 
the worst, and He will reply, " Be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt." 
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"^ffc Wot^ex of ^ebedee's §]^iI5ren. 

Matthew xx. 20—23. 

IT IS generally believed that this was Salome. 
She was, at any rate, one of those women 
who attended Christ and ministered to Him of 
her substance, who stood watching His last awful 
fiuflferings on the cross, and who, having witnessed 
His burial, was amongst those who were first at 
His tomb on the Easter mom. 

Now we may feel sure, from all this, that she 
was a true-hearted and faithful believer in the 
Lord Jesus. Perhaps, too, as she is thought to 
have been the cousin of Mary the mother of 
Jesus, it may be that James and John hoped that 
she would have had some special influence with 
Him, and that He would not deny her request, 
and therefore they persuaded their mother to be 
their advocate. 

Now at first sight it may seem to have been a 
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very good request that the two disciples made, and 
also a very natural thing to have sought their 
mother's help in making it It is a right and 
good thing ,when children can and do come to 
their mothers, more especially with all their 
anxieties and wants concerning their souls. They 
do this often enough in worldly matters^ but I 
wish it were more common to find children 
pouring out their spiritual needs to their mother s 
ear, and seeking her prayers in their behalf. 

My dear mothers, do you encourage your 
children to speak to you about these things, to 
tell you their difficulties and their wants, and do 
you pray with them and for them, directing and 
leading them to the feet of Jesus ? 

Now although we may think well of the 
request, and though it certainly had some good 
points about it, yet it was not wholly to be 
approved. 

There was a great degree of faith in the request, 
because it showed their implicit confidence in 
the fact of Christ's kingdom. Notwithstanding 
all He had just told them of His suflferings and 
death, they were quite sure that He would reign, 
though they were mistaken as to the character 
of that kingdom. 
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Now it showed their ignorance that they should 
still expect a temporal kingdom of pomp and 
splendour, when Christ had so often predicted 
for Himself only suffering and degradation. Well 
might Jesus reply as He did, " Ye know not what 
ye ask." 

And then, further, believing in that kingdom, 
they did not even ask for employment or service 
in it, which should always be our desire and aim. 
They simply sought for honour, position, and 
grandeur, in this imaginary kingdom ; they asked 
to be the highest, to be placed above every one 
else, " at Thy right hand and Thy left" 

Now this evLd great pride! grea* ambition, 
which is a siu that easily besets us all, and against 
which we must all of us strive most earnestly. 
Pride in worldly matters is bad and sinful, but 
it becomes doubly so when evinced in things 
concerning our eternal welfare, and the honour 
of Christ's kingdom. They knew not that the 
way to that kingdom, and to those much-desired 
honours, was by a path of suffering and service. 
'* What will Thou have me to do ? " is the more 
fitting question, when only bracing on the armour, 
girding on the harness for the fight and the race. 

It will be time enough at our journey's end, 
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when putting oflf our Christian panoply, and 
laying down the cross at Jesus' feet, to consider 
and enquire, "What shall we have?" Let us seek 
rather the grace to bear the cross than the honour 
of the crown. 

Christ does not, however, find fault with them 
or check their faith and hope, but He gently leads 
them to the thoughts of the suflferings they must 
first endure, if they would be close to their suffering 
Saviour. He puts them in mind of the hardships 
that were before them, and the great difficulties 
that lay in their path. He asks, " Are ye able to 
drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with ? " You talk of the great things you expect, 
but are you able to suffer first, even to endure 
unto the end ? 

You see, Jesus compares our troubles and 
difficulties in the heavenly road to a cup to be 
drunk, to a baptism to be baptized with. It is 
a cup, to some a very bitter cup, and one that 
must be drunk to the dregs. But it is not of 
"fire and brimstone" (Ps. xi. 6), which is the 
portion of the wicked. But though bitter to the 
taste, still there is comfort in the thought that 
it is a cup in the hand of a Father, and that it 
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is only a cup, not an endless, fathomless ocean, 
to overwhelm and drown us. 

And then again let us remember, that to drink 
of this cup is to share it with Christ. He has 
drunk it before us, "leaving us an example 
that we should follow His steps." We must be 
partakers of His suflferings, if we would be 
sharers of His glory. 

It is good for us each, my dear friends, to put 
this question to ourselves, whether we are able to 
drink of this cup, and to be baptized with this 
baptism. 

You say, perhaps, that you have plenty of 
troubles and trials, more than you know how to 
bear. I dare say it is so, but it does not follow 
that they are the cup of Christ's suflferings. 
Perhaps your trials are only worldly and temporal, 
brought on as the consequence of sin, not as the 
fruits of a life devoted to the Master. Or perhaps 
they are the loving chastening of a heavenly 
Father to bring us to Christ, and not the cross 
we are to expect on the narrow path of life. 

Perhaps you* feel that you would like to be 
Christians, but you cannot face these trials ; or if 
you have entered upon the narrow road, you are 
surprised to find you have so much to bear, 
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'whereas you expected all would be smooth with 
you. If so, you are like James and John: you 
wish to have the honours and glories, without the 
cup of suffering or the baptism of affliction. 
Nay, my friends, it cannot be so ; Christ bore it, 
and so must you. No cross, no crown ! 

Sit down, therefore, and ask yourself this 
question, *' Am I able ? " And for your children 
too. Do you shrink from seeing them suffer? 
But would you have them lose the glory here- 
after? The sufferings of this present time are 
very light in comparison with the " exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory " which awaits them by 
and bye. 

But beware of answering too boldly, "We are 
able." Count the cost. It would have been 
better for these apostles if they had said, " By 
Thy strength we shall be able." But they were 
self-confident, and trusted that if they had the 
willingness, it must betoken strength. They 
were like Peter, who thought himself so strong, 
yet proved very soon how utterly weak he was. 

How plainly and positively Christ foresaw their 
sufferings ! " Ye ahaU drink of the cup," ye shall 
suffer. This He knew and this He could promise. 
But the request was still left ungranted con- 
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ceming. the future, He left them in the dark 
about their reward. 

"It shall be given to them for whom it is 
prepared." 

Now we shall do well, each of us, to consider 
whether we and our children are in the road that 
leads to eternal glory, and let us not look upon 
our crown in heaven as by any means earned, or 
ours by right, because of what we have given 
up or done for Christ It is true we shall lose 
nothing eventually by our dedication of self and 
all we possess to Him ; nay, by being willing to 
give it all up, if needs be, for His sake, for He 
has promised that we shaQ have manifold more, 
both in this world and in the world to come. 
But it is those who not only give up for Him, 
but who follow Him in His path of pain, that 
shall inherit the glory. To follow Him is to drink 
of His cup. Remember that it is " through much 
tribulation that ye must enter the kingdom of 
God." 

Are you prepared for this suffering, this 
passing through the furnace? Christ has gone 
to prepare a place for us, even a mansion in 
the skies. Shall we not be willing to prepare 
ourselves, and to be prepared by God, for that 
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holy place ? " Shall we receive good at His hand 
and not evil ? " 

Let this thought comfort you, if there are any 
tried and suffering children here, that your trials 
are all known to God, and are sent in love to 
prepare you as gold is prepared in the furnace, 
and that soon your troubles will be over, and then 
will come all the glory of that bright kingdom. 
And td those who are not on the Lord's side, I 
would say that, although trouble and sorrow are 
sure to be your lot, you will not have the great 
peace and joy of knowing that they are preparing 
you for the glory that shall be hereafter. They 
are only an earnest of what you must expect 
throughout eternity I 

Will you come to Jesus now, and bring your 
children to Him too ? Seek for them and yourself 
the best gifts; but ask not to be raised above 
others, nor ask as if your request were a demand 
you had a right to. Seek it all of free grace. 
Rejoice if you may hope even for the lowest place 
in the kingdom, and let your whole life be one 
of preparation for it. 

Live for Christ now, and His glory. Confess 
Him boldly before men, and He also will confess 
you before His Father and the angels in heaven. 
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Luke i, 6. 

E have before us, in these few words, a des- 
cription of the character of the parents 
of John the Baptist. 

They were both of them godly and pious, and 
gave their son the great benefit of a religious 
education, which, of course, helped to prepare him 
for the important post which he was afterwards 
to fill in proclaiming the arrival of Christ, and 
the approach of Bis kingdom. A religious 
training is most certainly a great privilege, which 
we cannot sufficiently estimate. It is doubtless 
true that very many are the cases where pious 
parents, like David, and Jacob, have children who 
turn out bad and ungrateful. Yet Christian 
parents may well take encouragement from the 
case before us in their efforts for the good of their 
children. If in the one case they were blessed 
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to the good of the children, why may they not be 
in another? 

Now let us carefully consider the character 
given of these pious parents, that we may strive, 
by God's help, to be the same. They were 
** righteous." They sought and found God's 
sanctifying grace to keep them holy here, and to 
fit them for heaven. Notice, it says that they 
were righteous before Ood, He knew everything 
about them, not only their acts, but their motives, 
and the very secrets of their hearts, and He 
pronounced them righteous in His sight. Many 
are thought righteous by men, are considered 
very «ood, and upright and religious; but when 
they appear before the bar of God they will 
prove to be very far from righteous in His sight 

And others are righteous in their own eyes. 
They have a very good opinion of themselves, 
but they will be found lost and guilty at the last 
day. 

But Zacharias and Elizabeth were ^' righteous 
before God." They knew their own sinful state 
by nature, but they sought His grace, and they 
were accepted in His sight. They may have 
been thought over-righteous in the eyes of men, 
but they were approved of by Him. 
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It is stated, too, that tliey were both righteous. 
They were of one mind and heart in the matters 
of religion. What a blessed thing, but, alas I 
how rare, when both husband and wife are foimd 
walking on the narrow road, helping each other 
on, so that their union is not only for this life, 
but an eternal union in heaven ! 

The next thing said of them is that "they 
walked in all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless." They walked in God*s 
laws. They did not only talk about religion, but 
they practised it in their daily lives. What they 
knew to be right they endeavoured to do. And 
they were active in their religion, not standing 
still ; doubtless labouring in the Lord's vineyard 
for the good of others, and striving to make 
known the way of life to their neighbours. And 
they kept on in this way, they persevered even to 
the end. By God*s grace they were enabled to 
continue steadfast to the last And the way in 
which they walked was God's way, "the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord." Some 
like to go their own way ; some the way of the 
world ; some the road to fame or prosperity. But 
they sought none of these ; it was God's way, 
and His alone, they travelled. 
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" In all the commandments." Not keeping this 
or that commandment and neglecting others, but 
striving honestly to obey all ; and this, we may be 
sure, not in the letter only, but in the spirit And 
they walked also in the "ordinances." They 
were not satisfied with carrying religion into 
everything they did in their private lives, but 
they also honoured God's house and attended His 
public worship. They studied the Scriptures, 
and oflFered the sacrifices that the law of Moses 
ordered. How diflferent is this sort of religion 
to what we see now-a-days, when people strive 
to observe as few of the ordinances as they can, — 
or keep some and neglect others! 

Neither was their religion of that easy sort, 
which is so common, which lets people live as 
they like all the week, so long as they go through 
certain outward observances on the Lord's Day. 
The attending God's House — the observing all 
the rites of the Church — ^these are nothing unless 
they are carried out in the daily life of the weeL 

Finally, it is said that they were " blameless." 
No one could bring anything against them which 
was inconsistent with the religion they professed. 
It should be a great object with us to bring no 
harm to the great cause of religion by our incon« 
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sistencies or our ignorances. The world is ever 
ready to criticize and find fault with anything in 
us, which they would allow in any others. So we 
must strive to be circumspect in our lives, so 
that we may adorn the doctrine of God in all 
things. Yet let us take heed, lest we are tempted 
to seek the good opinion of men, rather than 
that of God. We must strive to have a conscience 
voi4 of offence towards God and towards all men. 

Now while we consider the characters of these 
good persons, and see how they walked and led 
their son, in their everyday life, let us look for a 
few minutes to ourselves and see if this character 
applies to us. Are we walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord, 
blameless ? If not, what is our condition in God*s 
sight? Are we breakers of His commandments? 
and do we allow our children to be the same? 
Are we despisers of His ordinances? Then are 
we imrighteous, and we have no blessed hope 
for the future, no high prospects for eternity I 

Bemember that these two persons were but 
humble mortal men like ourselves, — two poor 
sinful persons, — with far fewer spiritual advan- 
tages and means of grace than we have. And what 
grace made them it can make us. If our spiritual 
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privileges and advantages, — our opportunities, — 
are infinitely more in number than theirs, the 
question should rise in our hearts, How do we 
improve them and profit by them? Are we 
much the better for them? Look over your 
lives, my dear friends, and see if you are walking 
in God's commandments ? Do you strive to please 
Bim, in thought, word, and deed ? Do you let all 
men see that you are His disciples ? And, above 
all, do your children know it? And are you 
bringing them up in the nurture and admpnition 
of the Lord ? Your example, your precepts, your 
prayers in their behalf, are benefits of which 
eternity alone can tell the full value. 

And as you consider your own ways concerning 
God*s ordinances, can you feel that God will 
pronounce you blameless ? Do you attend His 
house as often as you should, as often as you 
possibly can? Do you follow the service with 
your hearts and not with your lips only? Do 
you approach the Lord's Table as He bids you, 
to take that Holy Sacrament in remembrance of 
Him and what He has done for you ? Do not 
you want grace to help you in your daily trials ? 
Do not you wish to begin a new life more in 
accordance with His will? Come, then, and 
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kneel before Him, and take this Holy Sacrament 
to your comfort, and He will supply all your need. 

Do you read His Word as often as you should ? 
and do you cast yourself at His footstool con- 
stantly for help? and do you bring your children 
to Him early and dedicate them to His service, 
and then train them up to walk in His fear all 
their lives? If so, happy are ye, my dear 
mothers, for God's blessing will rest upon you 
all your days. 

But a few words, in conclusion, to those of you 
who do not profess to be walking thus in God's 
commandments and ordinances, who make no 
pretension to religion, or to be thought righteous. 
My dear friends, do take heed, and consider your 
periL The Bible asks, "If the righteous 
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and 
the sinner appear?" Oh, di:eadful thought, there 
is no hope for you if you should be called away 
impenitent and unconverted ! 

Hear the Saviour's voice now calling you to 
come imto Him and be saved, while yet there 
is time. Delay no longer, I entreat you ! You 
know not the blessedness of being one of His 
loved ones,— those whom He has received and 
pardoned. Come to Him now. He will not cast 
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you out, and He will help you to walk in the way 
of His commandments to do them. 

And bring all your little ones to Him too. 
Think what a happy thing it must be to look 
forward in joyful hope, not only for yourself, but 
also for your husband and the children that God 
h« givi ,.^ .0 . gbrio., ^^ dl ..^eter. 
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Luke vii. 12. 

E see before us a very sad picture. A 
funeral is always something sad and 
serious, and one from which we might always 
learn a solemn lesson. How many of these 
warning voices pass in their grim stateliness 
every day ! Not one of us can say, if the call 
should come suddenly to us, that we have had 
no warning. If no other voice should be raised 
to urge us to repentance, before it be too late, this 
surely should awake us from our sleep of sin, as 
it utters the warning words even silently to our 
hearts, " Prepare to meet thy God." 

We see here a funeral procession as it issues 
from the gate of the city. In the East, and in 
the days we are speaking of, they did not bury 
as we do now. No coffin was required, but the 
body was carried on a sort of shutter, lightly 
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covered with a cloth, on the shoulders of men, 
to the burying ground, which was generally just 
outside the precincts of the city. 

In this instance they were conveying to its 
burial the body of a young man, who appears to 
have lived alone with his widowed mother, the 
joy and support of her declining years. And 
now the poor woman has the bitter anguish of 
following him to the grave. 

We read that " much people of the city was 
with her." Such an event as this generally, even 
in our days, gathers a large number of lookers-on ; 
and though some may have collected out of 
idle curiosity, I cannot help thinking, from the 
especial notice that is taken of the crowd, as 
accompanying the sorrow-stricken mother, that 
she must, with her son, have been held in much 
respect by her neighbours. And now her distress 
calls forth from them much sympathy on account 
of her loneliness and bereavement 

How touching must have been the scene ! The 
sacred historian seems to have felt the utter 
solitude of that already bereaved woman, when 
he says of the dead man, " He was the only son 
of his mother, and she was a widow" 

But lo! as they slowly wend their way, they 
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meet another concourse of people, coming towards 
the city ; and as the two processions meet, there 
is a general pause. 

One there is on whom all eyes are centred, as 
He casts a look of deep compassion on the 
sorrowing mother. Then, with a voice thrilling 
with emotion. He bids her not to weep. And as 
He speaks thus, her heart revives, her hope is 
raised, and she looks up with new-found faith on 
Him who has thus spoken the first words of true 
comfort to her soul. 

Then the Stranger turns to those who carried 
the body of the young man, and with a touch as 
of one in authority. He desires them to stand still. 
And now His voice is raised. To whom now 
does He speak ? even to the young man himself,^ 
in the far-off land of departed spirits whither his 
soul has gone. See ! he is moving, — that corpse, 
lately so cold and stiff in death, is now moving, — 
" He sat up and began to speak." The mother is 
too thrilled with wonder to stir ; she can scarcely 
believe the sight is real, till that same loving and 
compassionate Friend, who had recalled her dear 
lost son to life, now brings him to her and restores 
them to each other. 

Such is the story recorded in the Gospel, the 
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simplicity of which is so natural and so touching. 
As we read it carefully, we hardly know which 
strikes us most, the utter wretchedness and 
misery of the childless mother, or the loving, 
tender compassion of the gracious Saviour. 

Are there some here who feel themselves as 
forlorn as this poor mother ? You know what it 
is to lose loved ones too ! The garb of mourning 
tells too truly that some of you have passed 
through similar afflictions. Some have felt the 
loss of the one who was the stay of their house, 
the light and joy of their life. But God has in 
His own unerring wisdom seen fit to call him 
away, we cannot understand why ! It may be 
that his sufferings were so great that we can feel 
that it was good for him to be released from 
them, but yet the blank is still the same to us. 

And then when your hearts were scarcely 
healed from this sad blow perhaps another stroke 
was sent, it may be stroke after stroke, and 
one by one your darlings have vanished from 
your sight, till the very light seems gone from 
your inmost soul. 

When you lost the last, was there no voice to 
breathe comfort to your heart ? Some, perhaps, 
were not thus utterly bereft, but had still one 
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left who could say, "Am not I better to thee 
than ten sons ? " 

Whatever your woe, and however deep, take 
comfort from these tender words of the loving 
Saviour, " Weep not." As was Christ's compas- 
sion for this poor widow, so is His compassion for 
you now. 

Notice its promptness. No sooner does He see 
her in her distress than He comes to re-assure 
her. When He appears to delay, as He did at 
the grave of Lazarus, we may be sure He has 
some wise purpose in it. He does not willingly 
or needlessly add one pang to a sorrowing heart. 

But, perhaps you say, it was different in the 
case before us, when the mother was so soon to 
be restored to him for whom she was mourning. 
True ; and yet to you, sorrowful mother, even 
now He says, " Weep not." It is not that He 
would rebuke you for showing natural affection, 
neither does He approve of hardened callousness 
and want of feeling. But He bids us not to weep 
as those without hope. "He that believeth on 
Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live, and 
he that liveth and believeth on Me shall never 
die." And this leads to a far deeper and more 
solemn thought, — even this, that there is another 
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death than that of the outer and mortal man^ of 
which the death of the body is but the type — I 
mean spiritual death, from which, if a man be not 
rescued in this life, he shall, without doubt, perish 
everlastingly. 

Consider, my friends, for a moment, what are 
the signs by which we know a man to be dead. 
You will readily describe them. He moves not, 
he neither breathes, nor speaks, nor eats, nor 
he^rs, nor feels \ he is utterly unconscious of his 
own condition, and responds not to any eflFort 
made to restore him. 

So, too, in a higher sense, with the man who is 
dead in trespasses and sins. He, too, is uncon- 
scious of his own state of danger, nor cares for 
the admonitions or advice of his truest friends. 
He speaks not for God's glory, he breathes no 
word of prayer or praise, he hearkens not to the 
word of God, nor does he hunger after heavenly 
food. 

Such, then, is the state of many among us, 
who may truly be described as dead indeed. And 
such, moreover, they will remain until the awake- 
ning voice of Jesus shall strike upon their 
deafened ears, and bid them rise and live. 

My friends, has He met U8 on the road to the 
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tomb, when perhaps we have been as uncon- 
sciously carried along on the tide of worldliness, 
utterly indiflFerent to our awful condition, — 
perhaps, too, being followed by the tears and 
prayers of a loving mother, or other fond friends ? 
They may see our danger though we know it not 
ourselves. Are there any of you, I solemnly ask 
you, like this young man ? Or let me change the 
question. Have you, oh mothers, children over 
whom you have reason to mourn, deaf to all voice 
of remonstrance from you, and blind to their 
danger ? If so, weep not as those without hope ; 
there ia a Helper near; Jesus of Nazareth is 
passing by; He is present with us now. He 
knows your trouble even before you tell Him. 
Look up, then, to Him, and lay your care upon 
Him. Take your loved one in prayer to Him, 
that He may reach the hardened heart, and bid 
your dead arise and walk. 

And I will close by pointing out to you how 
considerate the loving Jesus was to the now 
happy mother. He does not ask her to give up 
again her newly-found son, by bidding the young 
man to follow Him, but He gently restores him 
to his mother! He knows how her whole support 
depends on the son whose loss had been such a 
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bitter bereavement to her. He does not bid the 
young man leave home and neglect its duties; 
or stifle natural feelings and domestic affections, 
as if by doing so he could better do honour to 
his kind Friend and Saviour. 

No, my friends, it is in our homes, and in our 
own family circles that God, having placed us, 
would have us endeavour to let all men see that 
we are His children. And by the conscientious 
fulfilment of all our daily duties, and the 
consistency of our home lives, we shall glorify 
our Father in heaven: for Jesus says, "Herein 
is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit" 

Seek, then, ye mothers, that your homes may 
be eanctified by the presence of the Saviour, and 
that your hearts may be cleansed and purified 
by the indwelling of God's Holy Spirit. Daily 
take to Jesus the burden of sin or sorrow that 
oppresses you, and you will find His ear ever 
ready to listen and His heart ever willing to send 
an answer of peace. 
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Acts v. 9. 

TN the history before us we have an account of 
-*- an act of gross hypocrisy and attempted 
deception, on the part of a man and his wife who 
were professing members of the early Christian 
Church. 

In the latter part of the preceding chapter 
we are told of the unity and unselfishness which 
existed among the first converts, so that " they 
had all things common." ''As many as had 
possessioDs of lands or houses sold them, and 
distribution was made unto every man according 
as he had need." And yet we come now to a 
very sad side of the picture. There is generally 
a mixture of bad even among the good of every 
sort, and hypocrites are to be found among every 
body of believers and professing Christians. 

L 
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Now let us consider closely the sin of these 
two persons, the nature of their deceit, and the 
fearful consequences that followed. The first 
sin, which was the root and cause of their evil 
conduct, was love of praise and renown. They saw 
how nobly and unselfishly other Christians were 
acting, in giving up all they were possessed of for 
the good of the community, and wishing to attain 
to the same degree of notoriety and esteem, and 
to be regarded as very eminent Christians, they 
planned together to gain for themselves a great 
name for piety and generosity, when in reality 
they had neither. With this idea they sold all 
their possessions, and having received the price 
thereof, instead of taking the whole sum to the 
Apostles as the others did, they conceived the 
idea that no one would be able to tell how much 
they had made by the disposal of their goods, and 
therefore they could without detection keep back 
part of the price. But that Holy Spirit which is 
the discemer of the intents of the heart, knowing 
all that had passed, and the deceit and unbelief 
that lay hidden from mortal eye in the heart of 
Ananias, discovered the fact to St. Peter as soon as 
the deceiver appeared before him. So when 
Ananias brought the money and laid it at the 
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Apostles' feet, the act silently implying the 
sacrifice he had made, St. Peter at once, by the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, taxed him with 
his secret hypocrisy: — "Why hath Satan filled 
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep 
back part of the price of the land? . . . Thou 
hast not lied unto men but unto God." These 
are most solemn words, »my dear fiiends. 
Lying is one of the chief sins which the 
devil puts into our hearts. It is utterly 
contrary to, and at distinct variance with, the 
Holy Spirit of God, and when once yielded to, 
the Holy Ghost departs from a man, and Satan 
may truly be said to fill his heart with all ungod- 
liness. We are not told that Ananias uttered 
the deliberate lie in so many words, but his act 
implied it, and his equivocation and keeping 
back part of the truth was, in God's eye, as bad 
as the direct lie. As St. Peter well said to him, he 
was under no necessity of selling the land, and 
even having done so, he was not bound to bring 
any of the money to him for distribution. Had 
he done so honestly, not professing to be so over- 
generous, God would have accepted his oflFering, 
and there would have been no guilt in the matter* 
No oflFering should be given to the Lord grudg- 
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ingly, but of a free will, for "God loveth a cheerful 
giver." But it was not of the smallness of his gift 
that St. Peter complained,but of the sin in his heart. 
He might have succeeded in deceiving man, and 
had not the Spirit revealed it to the Apostle he 
probably would have done so. But God is not 
mocked, He knows all the secret intentions of 
the heart, and He read plainly the guile and 
deceit in Ananias and Sapphira. His awful fate 
is quickly told. He died on the spot, without 
warning, — "he fell down and gave up the 
ghost." He was made a solemn example then, 
in this early time of the Apostles' ministry, to 
vindicate the honour of the Holy Ghost against 
whom he had lied, and to maintain and support 
the inspiration and authority of the Apostles, for 
if they could not by that Spirit, with which they 
had so lately been invested, discover and expose 
this deceit, how then could they be supposed to 
be able to reveal and make known the secret 
things of God ? 

But now we must turn to the final scene in 
this sad and awful tragedy. Three hours have 
passed away, but no one seems to have conveyed 
to his wife the sad news of what had befallen her 
husband. Unlike too many of the present day, 
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this little body of Christians appear to have been 
unwilling to become the bearers of such sad 
news. At last Sapphira appears on the scene. 
We are not told whether a secret misgiving had 
seized her, or whether, in the pride of her heart, 
she came hoping to share the praise and honour 
which she supposed Ananias to be enjoying. She 
had at least had this space of time to have 
thought over and repented of her sin. 

It is indeed a good thing to see husband and 
wife joining together in any plan that is good, 
anything that will be a real benefit to others, 
free from all self-seeking or aggrandisement. But 
here we read of just the reverse, self was all they 
thought of, — the praise of man rather than the 
favour of God. Am I addressing any who feel 
in their hearts that such is the case with them i 
Do you seek to be thought better Christians than 
you really are ? Do you even sometimes sacrifice 
temporal things and deny yourselves, not from 
love to God, but that others, seeing your acts and 
apparent piety, may give you praise and glory 
which you know you do not deserve ? Oh, my 
dear friends, hear the solemn words of the 
Apostle, " Ye have not lied unto men, but unto 
God," and yoii know that the Scriptures em- 
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phatically tell us that no liars shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. Fearful is your doom 
if this is a description of your guilt ! But what 
if this guilt be a preconcerted plan between 
husband and wife ! She was not guilty alone of 
acting the lie, but in reply to the question put to 
her by St. Peter she deliberately adhered byword 
of mouth to the same falsehood. "Tell me 
whether ye sold the land for so much, and she 
said. Yea, for so much." You see, as St. Peter 
said, they had "agreed together to tempt the 
Spirit of the Lord." 

How sad it is to see those who ought to be 
walking together on the heavenly road, who 
should encourage and support each other in good 
works, rather plotting and planning together 
deeds of wickedness and fraud. The union, 
which in the case of husband and wife should be 
a most sacred and blessed tie, thus becomes 
indeed a bond of iniquity. My dear friends, 
this ought not so to be. I know not if it be the 
case with any of you, but most sincerely do I 
trust it is not so. Would it not be far better 
if, at the commencement of the temptation, a 
few words of gentle but firm remonstrance from 
your lips were fearlessly uttered 'to check it? 
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I believe in far the greater number of cases, 
where men are planning some of the dreadful 
deeds of darkness which are so fearfully rife in 
fte t^i d.y, a few «»^.e ,.* rf ktad 
expostulation from the wives would so influence 
them as to save them from sin, and perhaps from 
ruin and death. 

O ye wives, will you not stir yourselves to save 
your husbands, by your loviug influence, by your 
gentle tones, and by your upright and truthful 
lives? Are you professors of religion as was 
Sapphira? do you even, perhaps, make a more 
marked show of your profession, and yet are you 
acting in secret in such a manner as to deceive 
your fellow-creatures, having no real religion in 
your hearts ? With what motive do you attend 
God's house on the Lord's day? Is it because 
you love Him, and desire to pour out in His ear 
all your troubles and diflSculties, and to praise 
Him for all His past goodness to you? or is it 
rather that you may be seen of men, and be 
praised and honoured by them ? You may, indeed, 
get the reward you seek, but oh ! beware of such 
a line of conduct ; you may deceive men, but you 
cannot deceive the all-knowing and all-searching 
God. He sees the most secret and hidden re- 
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cesses of your heart ; He knows the intentions 
and the motives of all your acts ; and will one day 
make them bare to the eyes of an assembled 
world, when your doom will be irrevocably fixed. 
And those who have joined together in iniquity 
in this world shall share the same fate throughout 
all eternity. 
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Acts xvi. 14 

rriWO verses contain all that we hare recorded 
-^ of this pious woman, but there are several 
points that we shall do well to notice attentively, 
and by which to profit. We are not expressly 
told whether she was a wife or a mother, but it 
is said that she was the head of a household, 
and as such, she had certain duties and respon- 
sibilities, which are ours also, dear friends, and 
therefore we shall bfe wise to take home to our- 
selves the lessons taught us by her example. 

What do we learn first concerning Lydia 
herself? The two chief points are her calling, 
and her religion. She is described as " a seller of 
purple." This was her trade, and no doubt an 
honest one, but still only what might be termed 
an humble one. By the special mention of it we 
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may learn^ I think, that we need have no shame 
of an honest calling, however mean it may be 
considered by others, so long as our conduct is not 
mean. There is far more cause for real shame 
in those who have no calling at all, but who eat 
the bread of idleness. Since the fall of man God 
has ordained that man shall live by the sweat 
of his brow, and St Paul tells us, that if any 
will not work neither shall he eat. Let us, 
therefore, dear friends, guard against a false 
shame about this matter. Let us strive not to 
be ashamed of our calling, — of our having to 
work, — ^but let us endeavour, by our uprightness 
and faithful discharge of the duties which fall to 
our lot, to ennoble our work, and to elevate our- 
selves by the otherwise humble calling. But, 
further, I think that by the notice taken of the 
occupation of Lydia we may gather, that though 
she had a calling to attend to, yet it did not so 
pre-occupy her as to cause her to neglect her 
religious duties. How often do we find people 
who make excuse for neglecting God's house, 
and for absenting themselves from His worship, 
because they have a business to attend to, or 
some occupation which it is evident they consider 
much more important than the honour of God 
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and the salvation of their own souls. But we see 
here, that if a calling be lawful and right, it can 
be made consistent with our religious exercises, 
and that if it cannot be made so to agree, 
we shall dp well to suspect that there is something 
wrong and unlawful in the avocation and calling 
which we have adopted. 

Lydia was not a native of this city of Philippi, 
but of the distant one of Thyatira, and had 
taken up her abode at Philippi, possibly as a place 
of more trade and business than her native city. 
This brings us now to consider the second point 
of which I spoke at the commencement, — her 
religion. She was a proselyte, one who had already 
learnt to give up the worship of her false gods, to 
serve the true and Almighty God of heaven and 
earth. She came among the other devout women 
on the Sabbath day to the place, out of the city, 
by the river-side, where prayer was wont to be 
made. But she was not yet a believer in Jesus 
Christ. She observed the ordinances of the 
Jewish worship as far as she could, and it was in 
these very observances that she obtained the 
blessing which is the greatest that any heart can 
receive. We shall do well to notice that this 
great blessing, — this opening of the heart to 
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revealed truth, true conversion of soul, — is not 
only necessary for the openly wicked or the 
neglecters of God, but for those also who have 
some degree of light, and who are even professors 
and observers of religious duties. Jt is not 
enough to worship God and to keep His com- 
mandments. All this should be done, it is true, 
but this is not enough without the opening of 
the heart by God's Holy Spirit to a living faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Ask yourselves, then, my dear friends, whether 
the Lord has thus opened your hearts. You 
attend God's house, you meet together, as at the 
present moment, to pray to God, to hear His 
Word explained, but unless His Holy Spirit opens 
your hearts to attend to the words spoken, they 
shall profit you nothing. Rest not, I pray you, 
in any outward forms. Let the heart first be 
right with God, its door open to all the softening 
influences of an indwelling Spirit, and then indeed 
will you receive the truth as it is in Jesus. Is 
Christ knocking at the doors of any of your 
hearts to-night, dear mothers ? Does He seek to 
enter in that He may fill your souls with light, 
and peace, and love ? The change that you need, 
that you know that you need, must be in the 
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heart, and it must begin there. Turn no longer 
from Him, I pray, but yield now, this very night, 
to His softening influence, and He will not only 
open your heart, but your ears, your lips, your 
hands, shall also be included in the blessing. 

But mark now the eflfect that this work of God 
in her heart had upon Lydia's life. "She at- 
tended to the things spoken of Paul," she not 
only listened to them, but applied them to herself. 
How many persons do we meet with, dear friends, 
who approve of the words spoken, but are ready to 
apply them to their neighbours, to any one rather^ 
than themselves !, Now it is one great proof that 
our hearts have been opened, and that they are 
under the influence of God's Holy Spirit, that we 
more diligently than ever attend the means of 
grace, not only hearkening to, but earnestly at- 
tending to the Word read or preached, improving 
ourselves thereby. 

Again we see another effect of her new 'state 
of heart, that she wished all in her household to 
share the blessing. She sought the welfare of 
their souls, she desired that they might at least 
be included in the covenant of grace, and by 
bringing them within reach of the Gospel ordi- 
nances, she trusted they might also, as she 



160 LYDIA. 

herself had done, be blessed and benefited by the 
outward means. 

And now, my dear mothers, do you, too, see 
after the spiritual welfare of all those with whom 
you are connected, and over whom you have any 
control ? First, have you received the blessing 
yourselves ? and do you now feel the high pri- 
vilege of the outward observances and ordinance* 
of religion ? Then do you see that your children 
and your whole household do the same ? Do you 
attend the house of prayer? and do you bring 
them there ? Do you bring them in baptism into 
covenant with their God ? or do you neglect this, 
though Christ Himself bade His disciples to go 
and baptize all believers ? And do you, farther, 
such at least of you as are truly striving by God's 
grace in the heart to live religious and consistent 
lives, — do you approach the Lord's Table, and 
partake in faith of His Holy Sacrament ? It is 
in the due observance of all the means He has 
given us that we may hope for, and expect, a 
blessing. Observe that the occasion under which 
Lydia's heart was opened, was no time of par- 
ticular excitement, no special season, — merely 
an ordinary Sabbath day, at one of their usual 
little meetings, and that doubtless only a small 
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one; and yet there, on that quiet Sabbath morning, 
God's Holy Spirit descended into the little com- 
pany, and finding one waiting anxious heart, It 
opened that heart, and came in and dwelt there. 

That same Holy Spirit is here now in our 
midst! Can He find such a heart as Lydia's 
amongst us ? Will you, my dear mothers, not 
accept Him to-night, that the words which have 
been spoken in so much human weakness may, 
by His Divine influence, be carried home to each 
seeking heart ? Let us look for a blessing when- 
ever we meet together in the ordinary means of 
grace, and however few our numbers. We know 
not when or how, but His still small voice shall 
speak peace to our hearts if we only seek it in 
humble faith. May He grant that some of you 
may receive this inestimable benefit, even this 
very night ; and may not only you, but your whole 
households, reap the benefit and share the blessing. 
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by the late W. Amherst Hayne, B.A., Scholar of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
With Introduction by the Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A., Vicar of St. Nicholas, 
Durham. Second edition. Square i8mo, cloth, red edges, is. 6d. 

TWO MONTHS IN SYRIA IN 1875; 

or, Reminiscences of Tent Life. By Chas. H. Bemers, M.A. With Maps. 6s. 

THE GOLDEN CHAIN OF PRAISE. 

Hymns by Thomas H. Gill, author of "The Papal Drama," etc. Extra 
cloth, gilt edges. 5s. 

THOUGHTS IN VERSE ON SACRED SUBJECTS. 

With some Miscellaneous Poems. Written in early years, and now first 
published. ^ By the late Charlotte Elliott. Small 8vo. Second edition. 
Extra binding. 4s. 

PRESENT DANGER AND PRESENT DUTY. 
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Papers by the Rev. Edward Garbett, M.A.; the Rev. T. R. Birks, M.A.; 
and Bishop Ryle. With Introduction by the Rev. Edward Auri(d., MA. 
Crown 8vo, as. 

THE THIRTY-NINE ARTICLES OF THE CHURCH 

of England, with Scriptural Proofs, and Questions and Answers. By the 
Rev. J. F. T. Crampton, A.B., Rector of Aughrim. Second edition, is. 6d 

CHRIST ON EARTH : 

from the Supper at Bethany to His Ascension into Glory. By the Rev. 
Joseph Baylee, D.D. Small 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

EVANGELICAL PRINCIPLES. 

A Series of Doctrinal Papers explanatory of the Positive Principles of Evan- 

felical Churchmanship. Edited by the Rev. Edward Garbett, M.A. With 
ntroduction. Crown Svo, extra cloth, 4s. 6d. 

MEMOIR OF THE LIFE AND LABOURS OF THE 

Rev. Jeremiah Horrox, Author of " The Transit of Venus over the Sun." 
By the Rev. A. B. Whatton. Small Svo, 2s., cloth. 

THE NATURE AND EVIDENCE OF REGENERATION. 

By the Rev. George Townshend Fox, M.A. With a Preface by the Rev. 
Octavius Winslow, D.D. Limp cloth, red edges, is. gd. ; extra cloth, bevelled 
boards, gilt edges, 2s. 6d. 

THE HOME OF POVERTY MADE RICH. 

By Mrs. Best. Second edition. F'cap Svo, cloth limp, is. 6d. 

A BREEZE FROM THE GREAT SALT LAKE ; 

or. New Zealand to New York by the New Mail Route. By J. E. 
Ollivant, M.A., Oxon., Translator of "The Court of Mexico,'' by Countess 
Paula KoUonitz, Vienna, 1867. Crown Svo, cloth, 4s. 6d. 

SUGGESTIVE READINGS ON THE GOSPELS, 

with my Sunday School Teachers. With copious Notes and References. By 
Mrs.^ Hamilton. With Introductory Letter by the Rev. Dr. Stevenson, 
Patn'xboume, Kent. F'cap Svo, cloth limp, 5/. Luke, 2s. ; .SV. yoAn, 2s. 6d. 



PATEBlfOSTEB BOW. 



SAN REMO, 

as a Winter Residence. By the late Rev. W. 6. Aspinal. 1863-65. With 
Maps and Plans. Third edition. Edited by his Widow, fcap 8vo, ^ 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF ANCIENT IRISH 

Saints, and other Missionaries. By the Rev. Herbert M'Laughlin, M.A. 
Crown Svo, 4s. 6d. 

THE CHURCHMAN ARMED. 

Papers by the late Rev. Hugh StowcU, M.A.; the Rev. T. C. Miller, D.D.; 
the Rev. W. R. Freemantle, M.A.: the Rev. T. R. Birks, M.A.: the Rev. 
W. Cadman, M.A.; the Rev. E. Garbett, M.A.: the Rev. E. Bayley, B.D.; 
and the Rev. J. Bardsley, M.A. Post Svo, bevelled boards, 4s. 6d. 

"BE THOU A FAITHFUL DISPENSER OF THE 

Word of God and of His Holy Sacraments." Being the Papers read at the 
Islington Clerical Meeting, on January zsth, 1878. Revised for publication. 
Small 8vo, limp cloth, 2s. 



BY THE REV. SAMUEL GARRATT, MJ^., 

Hon, Canon 0/ Norwich^ Vicar of St, Margarel?s, Ipswich, 

A COMMENTARY ON THE REVELATION OF ST. 

John, considered as the Divine Book of History ; in which God has 
delineated what is now past, present, and to come ; and decided beforehand 
the great 'questions of each succeeding age, and especially of our own. 
Second Edition, greatly enlarged. Demy Svo, Z2s. 

THE EASTERN HORIZON; 

or. The Present Crisis in the Church and tlie World. Being the Third 
edition, revised and enlarged, of Signs of the Times. With Chart, 3s. 6d. 

VEINS OF SILVER; 

or. Treasures hid beneath the Surface. — Inspired Words and Unfolding 
Truths— God's dealings with the Heathen after Death. Post Svo, 4s. 6d. 

CHRISTIAN CHIVALRY; 

or, the Armour of God cm the Soldier of the Cross. Small Svo, 3s. 
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wiLMAH Hinrr akd ooMPAinr, 



BY THE LORD BISHOP OF LIVERPOOL. 

EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON THE GOSPELS. 

Designed for Family and Private Reading, with the Text compietei and 
cofNous Notes. Thirteenth Edition. 

St. Matthew. Extra cloth. 6s. 

St. Mark. Uniform with the above. 5s. 

St. Luke. Vol. I. 5s. 6d. Vol. II. 7s, 

St. John. Vol. I. 6s. 6d. Vol. II. 6s. 6d. Vol. III. 8s. 

/JV EXTRA BINDINGS. The set complete, half Morocco, gilt edges, 
^% Z9s. 6d. Whole Turkey Morocco, ^'4 los. Or each voL, half Morocco, 4s. 
Turkey Morocco, 6s. 6d., in addition to the price in cloth. 

SHORT EXPOSITORY READINGS ON THE GOSPEL 

OF ST. JOHN. With the Text complete. A Selection for Family Read- 
ing, Mothers' Meetings, District Visitors, etc. Crown 8vo, extra cloth, 5s. 

FACTS AND MEN ; 

or. Pages from English Church History, between ii;53 and 1683. Some 
Biographical and some Historical. Second edition, enlarged. Large post 
8vo, extra cloth, 7s. 6d. 

KNOTS UNTIED. 

Being Plain Statements on Disputed Points ia Religion from the Stand-point 
of an Evangelical Churchman. Large Post 8vo. 500pp. Eighth Edition. 
Extra cloth, 7s. 6d. ; also in morocco, 15s. 

OLD PATHS. 

Being Plain Statements on some of the Weightier Matters of Christianity 
from the Standpoint of an Evangelical Churchman. Third Edition. Large 
Post 8vo. Extra cloth, 7s. 6d. ; morocco, 

PRACTICAL RELIGION. 

Being Plain Papers on the Daily Duties, Experiences, Dangers, and Privileges 
of Professmg Christians. Second edition. Large Post 8vo, extra cloth, 
7s. 6d. ; morocco, 155. 

HOLINESS, 

Its Nature, Hindrances, Difficulties, and Roots. Being a Series of Papers 
on the Subject. With Preface, Introductory Essay, and Supplementary 
Extracts from Old writers. Large post 8vo, extra cloth, 7s. 6d. ; morocco, 15s. 

HOME TRUTHS. 

Being the Miscellaneous Writings of Bishop Ryle, revised and adapted to 
this work. Sixth Edition, Eight Series. Each with Frontispiece and Vignette 
Title. 3s. 6d. each vol. Extra cloth, gilt edges (in sets only), 8.vols, 25s. 

Also complete in four handsome volumes. Extra cloth, red edges, with 
Vignette Titles and Frontispieces, t8s. 

HYMNS FOR THE CHURCH ON EARTH. 

An entirely New and Enlarged Edition. Containing 400 Hymns. Fifth 
edition. Extra cloth, 4s. 6d. ; gilt edges, 5s. ; morocco, los. 6d. 
The Original Large Type edition, in small 8vo, Limp cloth, for Invalids, 4s. 
Also antique, 4s. 6d.; gilt edges, 5s.; Turkey morocco, zos. 6d. 



PATERirOSTEB BOW. 



COMING EVENTS AND PRESENT DUTIES. 

Being Miscellaneous Sermons and Addresses on Prophetical Subjects. 
Fourth edition, enlarged. Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

BOYS AND GIKLS PLAYING. 

And other Sermons for Children. With six Illustrations by Dalziel and 
others. Extra cloth, 2s. 6d. 

THE ADDITIONAL HYMN BOOK 

Being ^00 Hymns for Public Worship, most of them not to be found in the ' 
Collections commonly used. Selected and arranged by Bishop Ryle. Limp 
cloth, blind lettered, 6d. ; thin cloth boards, lettered in gold, gd. ; clotn 
boards, strongly bound, lettered in gold, is. 

SPIRITUAL SONGS. 

Coloss. iii. 6. Being 100 Hymns, not to be found in the hymn books most 
commonly used. Selected by Bishop Ryle. Fifteenth enlarged edition. 
Series I. Glazed wrapper, 9d. ; fancy cloth, gilt edges, is. Series II. 
Glazed wrapper, gilt edges, ts. ; limp cloth, is. 4d. 

BISHOPS AND CLERGY OF OTHER DAYS. 

With an Introduction on the Real Merits of the Reformers and Puritans. 
Crown 8vo., cloth, 4s. 

CHURCH REFORM. 

Being Papers on the Subject, with full Notes and Introduction. Crown 
8vo, extra cloth, 2s. 6d. 

ASSURANCE. 

(2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8.) ^ With Notes and Extracts from Writers of the 17th 
century. Seventh edition. Limp cloth, is. 

BIBLE INSPIRATION: 

its Reality and Nature. With Copious Notes. Second edition. Cloth 
boards, is. 6d. 

THE CHARGES 

Delivered at his Primary Visitation. In the Pro-Cathedral of St. Peter, 
Liverpool, and All Saints, Wigan, 1881. is. 6d. Small type edition, 6d. 

CHURCH PRINCIPLES AND CHURCH COMPRE- 

hensiveness. With Introduction and Appendix. Crown 8vo. is. 

WORLDLY CONFORMITY. 

What it is not, and what it is. (2 Cor. vi. 17.) Limp cloth, gilt edges, is. 

YOUNG MEN EXHORTED. 

An Address^ to Young Men. Thirteenth Edition. Fcap 8vo., 68pp., cloth 
extra, is. ; tinted wrapper, 6d. 

A detailed List 0/ all the IVorks of Bishop Ryle may he obtained on 
application to the Publishers in London and ipstuich. 
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BY THE LATE RIGHT REV. LORD BISHOP OF CARLISLE. 
NEW TESTAMENT MILLBNNAEIANISM ; 

or, the Kingdom and Coming of Christ, as taught by Himself and His 
Apostles. Second Edition 524 pp. Post 8vo. zos. 

Contents. The Right Order of Scriptural Inquiry Concerning the Millen- 
nium—The Kingdom of Heaven, as now existing, the proper Kingdom of Christ 
— The Kingdom of Christ, as now existing, the true Kingdom of His Father 
David— The Ingathering and Glorification of the Church — The Judgment of 
Quick and Dead at the Coming of the Lord — The Recompense of Reward to be 
conferred upon the Saints at the Second Coming of their Lord — ^The Thousand 
Years and the Little Season — The True Burden of Old Testament Prophecy. 

Appendix to the Lectures. Indice i. Of Texts quoted and Illustrated — 
2. Ot Authors Cited — 3. Of Matters Discussed in this Volume. 

WORDS OF ETERNAL LITE ; 

or, the First Principles of the Doctrine of Christ : set forth in Eighteen 
Sermons originally preached in the Cathedral Church of Salisbury. Crown 
8vo. 7s., cloth. 

Contents. The Words of Life — ^True Nobility— The Heavens and the Word 
The Spirit of Truth — Sin, and its Wages — ^The Living Redeemer — Sacrifice — 
Christ Lifted Up— Coming Unto Christ — ^Justification by Faith — Abraham's Faith 
- Everlasting Life — Following Jesus— Justification by Works — ^The Backslider 
Forgiven and Chastised — ^The New Birth — The Prosperous Soul — ^The Joyful 
Sound. 

THE WAY OF PEACE; 

or, the Teaching of Scripture concerning Justification, Sanctification, and 
Assurance. In ^rmons, preached before the University of Oxford. Fourth 
edition. Post 8vo, 4s. 6d. 

CHRIST THE TRUE ALTAR. 

And other Sermons. With the Charge: The Christian Ministry not 
Sacerdotal but Evangelistic. With Introduction by the Lord Bishop of 
Liverpool. Crown 8vo, extra cloth, 3s. 



BY THE REV. W. 0. PURTON, B.A. 

TRUST IN TRIAL ; 

or, Lessons of Peace in the School of Affliction. ^ Meditations, with Prayers 
and Hymns for the Sick and Suffering. New edition. Large type, fcap 8vo, 
cloth, IS. 6d. ; extra cloth, 2s. 

HYMN-BOOK FOR THE SICK. 

In large type, with texts of Scripture. Limp cloth, is. ; paper, 6d.^ 

SONGS IN SUFFERING; 

or, the Voice of Trust and Praise in Sickness and Sorrow. Hynms for the 
Season of Affliction. With Original Hymns. New edition, extra cloUi, zs. pd. 



PATEBN08TBS BOV. 



BY THE LATE BROWNLOW NORTH, B.A., 

Magdalen EaUf Oxford; Begiatrar of the Dioeeee of Winchester and Surrey, 

THIKK ON THESE THINGS; 

Wisdom: her cry — ^Wisdom: who has k? — The Grace of God — Christ the 
Saviour : Chri&t the Judge. Uniform with " Ourselves." 3s. 

YOU ! WHAT YOU ABE, AND WHAT YOU MAY BE. 

Sketched from the History of the Gadarene Demoniac. Uniform with 
" Ourselves." Second edition. Square, is. 

OUBSELYES : 

A Picture sketched from the History of the Children of Israel. Seventh 
and cheaper edition. i8mo, cloth limp, zs. gd. 

THE PBODIGAL SON; 

or, the Way Home. Cloth boards, extra, antique binding, 2s. 

YES! OB NO! 

or, God's Offer of Salvation. Gen. xxiv. 58. Uniform with "Ourselves." 
Third edition. Extra binding, 3s. iSmo, cloth limp, cheap edition, zs. pd. 

THE BICH MAN AND LAZABUS. 

A Practical Exposition. Uniform with "Ourselves." Second edition. 
Square zSmo, cloth boards, zs. 6d. ; extra binding, as. 

LEAVES. 

A Packet containing Fifty Large Type Tracts of four pages each, for general 
distribution, 6d. 



Uniform Series of Large Type Books, Limp cloth, E(uh Sixpence, 

Earnest words. New and Old. The Good Physician. 

Christ the Saviour,— Christ the Think! 

Judge. Wisdom: Her Cry. 

Gathered Leaves. Wisdom : Who has it 

God's Way of Salvation. Words for the Anxious 

The Grape of God. Thoughts on Titus ii. zt— zg. 
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BY THE REV. GORDON CALTHROP, M.A., 

UPWARD STEPS m THE CHRISTfAlN^ LIFE; 

or, Little Children, Young Me 
MA. Crown 8vo, extra cloth. 



or. Little Children, Young Men, Fathers. By the Rev. Gordon Calthrop, 

cl< ■ 
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DISCIPLBSHIP; 

or, the Second Door. Counsels for Younjir Christians, especially designed 
for the Season of Confirmation. Limp cloth, is. 

THE LOST SHEEP FOUND, 

And other Sermons. (Fourteen.) Preached to the Children of St. Augustine's 
Church, Highbury, London. Second edition. Square i8mo, 3s. 

THE TWIK BROTHERS, 

and other Addresses to Children. Square z8mo, 3s. 

PULPIT RECOLLECTIONS. 

Sermons preached during a Six Years' Ministry at Cheltenham and Highbury 
New Park. Adapted for general reading. One Vol., post Svo, 5s. 6d. 

LECTURES ON HOME SUBJECTS. 

Addressed especially to the Working Classes. F'cap 8vo, as. 6d. 



EVENING HOURS. 

J^ ^amttg l^ajajtne* 

EDITED BY THE REV. E. H. BICKERSTETH, M.A., 
Author of ''Yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 



This Series is Complete in three volumes. With 150 original Illustrations by 
eminent Artists. Imperial 8vo, handsomely bound in cloth, gilt edges, 

I2s. 6d. Originally published at 22^. 6d 

This Work is specially adapted for Family Reading. It comprises maay 
complete Works by distinguished Authors. 

The Publishers being now supplied with the early portion of this Series, are 
enabled to offer the Work, Complete, at the above quoted price. 



PUBLICATIONS OF THF 

«§0mig for " gieiribtttinj «Smpttt»e: ^ruth." 

NEW HAND-BOOK. 

The Spirit of Life and Truth. Being the Testimony of God's Word as 

to ibe Person and Work of the Holy Ghost. With acoompanying Hymns. 

Arranged for a Month. Sewed, 6d.; half.boand, stiff cover; 9d.; limp cl., Is. 

Specimen of Type. The Seaman's Roll. Arranged for one month. 

Price Is., in neat coloured wrapper, on roller. 

^^1 «m This work consists of thirty-one sheets of selected 

m ^ I Texts, illustraling the most important Scriptural 

1,^^^%^^ Doctrines. Each snbject occupies a distinct page; 

■ ^^a 1 1 I ^^^ ^^6 whole are firmly attached to a roller, so as 

% M \J vJI_ A ^ allow of turning over for daily use throughout 

^^ ^^ %/■§ w the year. The Work is printed in verf/ Varge type^ 

and can be easily read, when hanging on the wall, 

~ at a distance of several yards. 

Daily Teachingrs, from the Words of our Lord Jesus Christ. Thirty-one 
8h«ets, iu large type, on roller. Is. 

Inspired Thoughts, from the Psalms. Thirty-one sheets, in large type, 
on roller, Is. 

Daily Hymns, for five weeks. On roller, large type, Is. 6d. 

Scripture Truths, or the Way of Salvation. Thirty-one sheets, in ^nob 
letters, on roller. Is. 6d. ' 

The Children's Boll. Thirty-one sheets, in large type, on roller, arranged 
with Texts and Hymns specially for children, Is. 

HAND-BOOKS. 

Good Words for Soldiers. Fcap 8vo, large type, 3d.; or 2s. 6d. per dox. 

Believer's Daily Portion. Large type, 40th thousand, 6d. ; cloth, Is. 

Counsel and Comfort for the Sick Room. i2mo, 28. per dozen. 

Choice Words fix>m Holy Scripture, Hymns, etc. 2S0th thousand, 
3*2mo, is. per dozen. 

Daily Teachinirs, from the Words of our Lord Jesus Christ, with Hymns. 
Large type, 70ih thousand, sewed, 6d.; limp oloth, Is. 

Hand-book to Seaman's Roll. 2d. 

Inspired Thoughts from the Psalms, with Hymns adapted to the 
several subjects. Large type, 50th thousand, sewed, 6d. ; limp oloth, Is. 

Parents and Children. Texts, Hymns, and Prayers. 2s. per dozen. 

Patience, Promise, Precept, and Prayer. Price 2d.; limp cloth, 9d. 

Scripture Teachings for the Family and Household. Arranged 

for one month. Large type. Wiih Hymns. Limp cloth. Is. ; sewed, Ad. 
Scripture Truths, or the Way of SalvaUon, with Hymns oorrespanding, 

I20ib thousand, large t]rpe, sewed, 6d.; limp cloth. Is. 
Texts of Scripture, and Thoughts upon them. d2mo. Is. per dozen. 
The Hand-book to the Children's Roll, with a Daily Text and Hymn, 

arranged for one monih. 8s. per dozen. 
Prayer £Uid Praise, gathered from the Psalms. 2s. per dozen. 
The Sinner's Hope, in the aore words of Holy Soriptare. Illustrated by 

Hymns, 2s. per dozen. 
The Way of Salvation, a selection from the " Hand-book of Scripture 

Truths." 32pp., 120th thousand, bold type, 2s. per dozen. 
Admonition Cards, etc. On Card, Od. per dozen ; on Paper, 6d. per 100. 
Plain Prayers, in large type, by the late Rev. W. Marsh, D.D., and the 

Bevs. CD. Charlton, B. finmet, J. H. Vidal, H. Geldart, T. Brown, etc. 

Fifth million of Series. 



1882. 

Pure LUercutttre for the Parish, the Family, tite Artisan, 

THE HOME VISITOR. 

An Illastrated Magazine for the Fireside, the Workshop, the School, 

and.^e Parish. 

SiHarged to 24 quarto pages, WeU printedf and on good paper. One Penny, 

Profasely Illastrated with Eagravlngs, Original and Selected. 

EDITED BY THE REV. P. B. POWER, M.A. 
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"^i^^i;^^^^: \ By *« ««- P- B. POWEB. M.A. 

lAgJUfrom the Lamp of Truth, Monthly Expository Scripture Papers. 
By Tariotu authors. 

Biographical Sketches. By Edward Garrett, and others. 

The Wonders of a Kitchen Fire, and other Papers on Popular Science. 
By O. HoMs, Esq. 

A Serial Story ^ entitled "Janet's Sacrifice.** By the Author of 
" Brave little Heart. " 

MirtM and Minerals. How thev Occur in Nature, How they are 
Worked, and something about workers. By Dr. J. £. Tatlor, F.L.S. 

A Serial Stmyfirr the Y<mng, entitled " Bod-Tailed Dick.'* 

Ttoo Temperance Tales, By the Rev. P. B. Power, M.A. Original 
Blustrations by H. K Browne. 

Things to be Thanftfvl for. By the same Author. 

Missionary Facts. 

The Field, Six P^)ers, by the Rev. W. Burnet, M.A., Vicar of 
Grimplesham. •* The Plough,' ** The Harrow," ** The Hoe," " The Pold," 
" The Garden,*' " The 8i(Me and the Scythe." 

Papers on Things Folk should do, and Things they should not do. By 
an old Contributor. 

LoMS of the Kingdom, By the Rev. Arthur Brown, M.A. " As 
<* Good out of Evil," ** First Last and Last First," etc 

Foetry, Illustrated. 

MisceUaneous Papers, "Mrs. Hall's Secret of Health.** "Steps 
towards Success. " *' Maria Mule's Mistresses," etc.... [It is expected that 
this Series will also contain some contributions from the gifted pen 
of Miss Mabsh.] 

Bible Questions and Ansv>ers, with Prizes, 

The Motto Text Calendar, 

Home Visitor. Beingtiie above volume, handsomely bound in 
ultra-marine cloth. With 52 Engravings. 2s. 

Also the volumes of preceding years, in uniform bindings, and 
weU illustrated. Each, 2s. 
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